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Georgia, located at the crossroads of Europe and A31a isa country of r1ch culture and

heritage that spans over 3000 years and counting. Nestled between the Caucasus Mountains
and the Black Sea, Georgia offers breath-taking sights.and-landscapes; from snow-capped

peaks to lush vineyards and subtropical coastlines, with its vast environment, it'sdeemed
heaven on earth. The blend of Eastern and Western influences really erowns'it as a unique
y q
place to start a new chapter of your life.

The capital city, Tbilisi, is known for its charming streets, welcoming and warm citizens,
historic architecture, with the iconic Narikala fortress overlooking the city. Beyond Tbilisi,
each city in Georgia offers a unique and distinct perspective of the country, with different
dialects, different food and even slightly different culture. The wine region of Kakheti, the
coastal city of Batumi or the ancient cave town of Uplistsikhe, all grace visitors with unique
experiences, according to the region. This all-around magical country makes any person fall
in love! So, Congratulations if you've found this book, because you've just found a key to a
once-in a lifetime opportunity.

What to expect in this Guide
This guide is designed for those who are considering a move to Georgia, providing
practical advice, real-life stories, and insights into what makes this country a hidden gem for
expats. Whether you are seeking a fresh start, a new career, or a change of scenery, Georgia

has much to offer.
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Why move to Georgia?

Warm culture and hospitality of the locals are one of the key factors in Georgia’s attractiveness
in any foreigners’ eye. The country is renowned for deep-rooted traditions, such as
winemaking that dates back 8000 years; traditions merging with the heartfelt nature of the
people create an environment where community and connection are at the heart of daily life.
The fascinating cultural landscape is both enticing and exciting for newcomers that have yet
to experience the magic of unique traditions.

One of Georgia’s strongest appeals lies in availability and affordability, as mentioned above, it
is still a hidden gem. The cost of living in Georgia is still significantly low. From enjoying a
cozy meal at a Georgian restaurant, to renting an apartment in the heart of Thbilisi, to going on
a joyous vacation to explore the mesmerizing, mysterious and captivating Mountains of
Caucasus, Georgia combines quality with affordability.

Georgia’s appeal on the international community has led to a steadily growing community of
expats from all around the globe. This diverse international presence, especially in Tbilisi and
Batumi, has fostered a cosmopolitan atmosphere, where unfamiliar cultures, languages and
backgrounds come together, with the common factor being Georgia, as the place of unity. It is
getting increasingly easier for newcomers to find support groups, social groups, networks and
associations to help get familiar. Immersing yourself in both local and expat groups has never
been so easy.

Georgia’s visa policy is notably accommodating, with citizens from over 90 countries allowed
to enter and stay visa-free for up to a year. For those seeking a more permanent stay, the
country offers various residency permits tailored for students, retirees, entrepreneurs, and
professionals. The process is straightforward and uncomplicated compared to many other
destinations, making Georgia an attractive choice for those looking to relocate without the
complexities of navigating lengthy immigration procedures. The emerging job market is more
than attractive for those willing to start a business.

If the worry-free style of life attracts you, Thilisi is the place for you. Georgia all around has
low-crime rates, especially the capital city of Thbilisi, which is claimed to be the safest city in
the region, so for all the night owls out there, who enjoy taking strolls late in the night, you
have the safe environment you need. Providing a sense of safety and stability is important
when relocating. All residents enjoy a safe and stress-free environment, where the government
provides for your protection.

Immigrating to Georgia offers a person the chance to not only embark on a new journey in a
completely strange place, but a place to grow, explore and create a future full of promise. In
the next chapters, you will find a full, updated guide as to how.
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I1 Low Taxes

Georgia's tax system is widely regarded as one of the most appealing globally, offering
individuals and businesses a particularly favorable setting in which to reside, operate, or
invest. Georgia has established itself as a tax haven for expats, entrepreneurs, and corporations
due to its simple structure, favorable tax rates, and exclusive advantages. The nation's tax
policies facilitate both foreign and domestic investment, fostering a setting in which financial
expansion is attainable and long-lasting.

No Tax on Foreign-Sourced Income
A key benefit of Georgia’s tax regime for expats is the lack of taxes on foreign-sourced income.
Individuals who earn their income overseas, whether through remote employment,
freelancing, or investments, are exempt from taxation on these earnings within Georgia.

This advantage has made Georgia a favored location for digital nomads, remote professionals,
and retirees who depend on global income sources.

pg. 8
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Individual entrepreneur 1% tax

Georgia offers a distinctive opportunity for small businesses and self-employed individuals
through its individual entrepreneur tax program. Registered individual entrepreneurs with an
annual revenue below 500,000 GEL (7$185,000) can take advantage of an exceptionally low
tax rate of just 1% on their business income. This arrangement is particularly enticing for
freelancers, consultants, and small business owners aiming to optimize their earnings.

Dividend 5% tax

For individuals receiving dividends from investments, Georgia presents a competitive tax rate
of merely 5%, which is among the lowest in the area. This rate is applicable to both residents
and non-residents, making Georgia the best option for investors aiming to reduce their tax
liabilities on passive income.

Lower corporate tax

Georgia’s corporate tax framework is another significant aspect, especially for businesses. The
country utilizes a "tax on distributed profits" approach, meaning companies are taxed only on
profits that are distributed as dividends, with a flat corporate tax rate of 15%. Retained earnings
remain untaxed, promoting reinvestment and fostering business expansion.

Flat rate tax

Georgia’s flat tax system simplifies the process of tax calculation and filing for individuals and
businesses alike. Personal income tax is set at a uniform rate of 20%, ensuring a clear and
transparent procedure. This system removes progressive tax brackets, making it particularly
beneficial for high-income earners.

VAT

With a VAT of 18%, Georgia’s rate is relatively standard yet lower than many European
nations. Certain goods and services, including exports, enjoy VAT exemptions, further
promoting trade and investment. What sets Georgia apart, however, is the range of exemptions
that apply to specific goods and services, creating additional incentives for trade, investment,
and business operations.

For example, exports are fully exempt from VAT, promoting Georgia’s role as a key player in
regional and international trade. Additionally, services provided to companies based abroad
are also exempt from VAT. This means businesses offering IT, consulting, or other professional
services to international clients can operate more profitably in Georgia by avoiding the typical
VAT burden imposed in many other countries.

pg. 9
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These exemptions significantly reduce operating costs, particularly for companies engaged in
export-driven industries or remote services. Combined with Georgia’s simplified tax structure
and lack of restrictions on foreign business ownership, the VAT exemptions create a favorable
environment for both local and foreign entrepreneurs seeking to establish or expand their
operations in the country.

Georgia's low and transparent tax system is a key factor in its attractiveness to expats, business
owners, and investors. The country offers a highly attractive environment for financial
expansion due to no tax on foreign-earned income, low tax rates for self-employed individuals,
and competitive corporate and dividend tax rates. Its simplified and user-friendly tax system,
along with its strong economic prospects, makes Georgia an attractive location for individuals
and companies aiming to succeed in a global economy.

I11 Business in Georgia

One of Georgia’s key developments is its reputation as a highly business-friendly nation in its
region, with a liberal economic system that features smooth regulations and a prime location
providing access to both European and Asian marketplaces. In a business-friendly
environment characterized by low taxes, simple administrative processes, and advantageous
trade agreements, Georgia presents a highly attractive setting for entrepreneurs, small business
operators, and major investors. Its spot in global ease-of-doing-business rankings makes it a
preferred destination for those seeking to establish or grow their businesses.

Establishing a Business in Georgia

Registering a company in Georgia is relatively uncomplicated, allowing most businesses to
finish the registration within a span of one to two business days. An efficient process minimizes
the required paperwork; However, the process is intricate and detailed, during which an
individual requires oversight and guidance from a professional. Georgia is an attractive choice
for individuals prioritizing speed and efficiency. The National Agency of Public Registry
(NAPR) is responsible for supervising the registration process, which involves the following
steps:

- Selecting a business structure.

- Registering a business name online.

- Filing the required paperwork, which comprises the application, identification, and
business location details, all of which can be prepared and taken care of for you.
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In most cases, businesses are not obliged to meet a minimum capital requirement, thereby
minimizing obstacles to starting up. Georgian nationals and foreigners have equal rights when
it comes to establishing and managing enterprises, and foreign-owned companies are
safeguarded by local legislation.

Entrepreneurs and investors are increasingly drawn to Georgia as a prime destination, since
Georgia’s business environment is characterized by low tax rates, strategic trade agreements,
and a focus on simple administrative processes.

Why Georgia is Attracting Entrepreneurs and Investors

Low Taxes:

Georgia’s tax code features a corporate tax rate of 15%, enabling businesses to retain earnings
without paying taxes at all. Tax is only paid (15%) on profit that is distributed to its owners.

Small business owners can take advantage of a 1% tax on their revenue, provided they meet
certain quite simple requirements.

Ease of conducting business operations:

The World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business index consistently places Georgia among its top 10
countries, showcasing notable improvements in key areas like business start-ups, property
registration, and tax compliance.

Access To Major Global Markets:

Georgia functions as a key transportation and commercial hub considering the country’s
location between Europe and Asia. The company’s access to major global markets, including
the EU, Turkey, China, Russia and Central Asia, positions it as a highly desirable location for
businesses focused on exporting their products. Georgia enjoys preferential market access
through free trade agreements with the European Union, specifically the Deep and
Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement, as well as with China, Russia, Turkey, and members
of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS).

Recruitment & Workforce Competency:

The labor market in Georgia is highly competitive and offers cost-effective options, with only
limited regulations governing employee recruitment and dismissal. Georgia’s workforce is
comprised of well-educated individuals who speak multiple languages and is relatively cost-
effective. A sizable number of Georgians are proficient in English, Russian, and local dialects,
thereby facilitating the recruitment process for local businesses by reducing linguistic
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obstacles. The nation possesses a strong pool of skilled professionals in fields like information
technology, finance, travel and tourism, and agricultural production. Younger workers are
frequently graduates of either international universities or local institutions with established
global connections, which are accredited internationally. Salaries in Georgia are substantially
lower than those found in Western Europe or North America, enabling businesses to hire a
cost-effective workforce, which then allows your business to grow quicker. The average
monthly wage in Georgia is roughly 1,600 GEL, equivalent to about $600, but workers with
advanced skills in various sectors could earn more. The estimated salary for a Salesperson for
example, is GEL 501 per month in the Tbilisi Georgia area. The estimated total pay for an
Accountant is GEL 2,500 per month in the Tbilisi Georgia area. A Waiter / Waitress working
in Thilisi will typically earn around GEL 1,000 per month. The estimated salary for a Chef is
GEL 1,015 per month in the Thbilisi area. With these numbers & information in mind, you can
accurately calculate the costs and effects of your business, we’ll let you decide if it’s worth it.

Types of Business
Limited Liability Company (LLC):

An LLC is a business entity that combines elements of both corporations and partnerships, or
alternatively, of partnerships and sole proprietorships. The company is structured to give its
owners, known as members, protection from personal liability while also offering flexibility
in management and tax matters.

The key benefit of an LLC is the liability protection it provides to its owners. Generally,
individuals’ personal property like houses and cars is exempt from being seized to cover a
company’s financial liabilities or legal responsibilities, unless there is evidence of deceit or
seriously illegal behavior. This safeguard has similarities to corporate protection, making it an
appealing choice for numerous entrepreneurs.

One of the essential characteristics of an LLC is its system of taxation. By default, LLCs are subject
to a corporate tax rate of 15%, which is only applied to distributed profits. This means that
undistributed earnings retained within the company are not taxed, allowing businesses to reinvest in
operations without immediate tax liabilities.

When profits are distributed to shareholders, they are subject to a 5% personal income tax,
resulting in a combined effective tax rate of 20% on distributed income. This system eliminates
the issue of double taxation often faced by corporations in other countries, where both the
corporate income and individual dividends are taxed independently.

Moreover, taxation in Georgia for LLCs is based solely on distributed profit. Businesses that
choose to reinvest their earnings rather than distribute them to shareholders can avoid taxation
until such profits are eventually paid out. This unique feature of Georgia’s tax system creates a
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highly business-friendly environment, encouraging growth and reducing the immediate
financial burden on companies.

Limited Liability Companies are also recognized for their adaptable management framework.
Members can either oversee the company themselves (self-managed) or appoint individuals to
handle day-to-day operations (externally managed), thus enabling owners to choose the
approach that best suits their business needs. An LLC can have any number of members and
several types, allowing for individuals, corporations, other LLCs, and even foreign entities to
hold membership.

Limited liability companies provide numerous advantages, yet they also come with certain
drawbacks. Potential investors may not favor businesses offering such ownership and
management structures when securing venture capital, as they typically prefer those of
corporations, particularly with regards to stock options and governance frameworks. Basically,
if the intention is to have the shares of the company traded on a public stock exchange, then
an LLC would not be the option for you, however, in more or less all other scenarios it is the
obvious business form in Georgia.

Joint-Stock Company (JSC):

Capital business model with limited liability, along the same principles of an LLC, but far
greater transparency and minimum capital requirements. This business model is more
comparable to most European stock companies. Particularly the west and north European
ones. The model requires a minimum capital of 100,000GEL and is generally equipped with a
supervisory board consisting of at least 3 board members in addition to a director. In Georgia
it is possible to operate a company through a monistic system which means that supervisory
boards responsibilities in practical meaning will be divided instead by the company’s general
meeting (shareholders meeting) and the director. The company is obliged to work by an open
book policy involving full publications of its financial statements on an annual basis, as well as
stricter requirements and procedures for record-keeping, audits, written minutes from board
meetings and general meetings on a regular basis.

The advantages of a JSC is that it is the only company form that can be publicly traded on the
stock market and in-general large cooperations, particularly from: Europe, US, Japan, South-
Korea, and several other countries, would be wary and hesitant to involve themselves in
business relations with an LLC due to the lack of transparency, supervision, audits and
regulatory oversight. In these aspects the JSC would be a far greater advantage for businesses
intending to involve themselves with either large international cooperations, or companies
who for other reasons want to promote stricter regulatory oversight and transparency.

It’s important to mention that several fields of business that require a license and/or permit
from the government would be required to be a JSC company. Such examples would be if you
wanted to open a bank or other several types of institutions or organizations to operate within
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certain fields of gambling, manufacturing of certain types of medical products, weapons,
explosives or other types of regulated manufacturing involving the use of certain regulated
chemicals.

Branch Office;

A branch office serves as an extension of its parent company, sharing the same legal identity
and being entirely governed by the parent company. The entity does not constitute a distinct
legal entity and instead serves as a regional or international representative for its parent
organization. Many companies utilize branch offices to widen their geographical presence and
enter fresh markets without having to form a separate subsidiary.

In Georgia, branch offices must comply with local registration regulations, yet they are viewed
as a fundamental component of the parent organization. The parent company retains overall
legal and financial accountability for the branch office’s commitments and responsibilities. The
branch office is subject to the corporate governance policies of its parent company, with its
financial outcomes reported within the parent company’s consolidated financial reports.
Branch offices, unlike distinct entities, do not necessitate their own capital investment but do
have to comply with local regulations related to taxation, reporting, and other operational
matters.

A key benefit of establishing a branch office lies in its swift set-up process and its seamless
operational link to the parent organization. This structure enables companies to utilize their
existing reputation and resources in entering the new market. The branch office model is
restricted in its ability to operate independently, as it requires approval from the parent
company for substantial decision-making. The absence of legal distinction between the branch
and its parent company results in direct liability transfer from the branch to the parent
company, potentially exposing businesses operating in highly regulated or uncertain markets
to significant risks.

Individual Entrepreneur (IE)

An individual entrepreneur (IE), on the other hand, is a person who conducts business
activities independently without forming a separate legal entity. This is one of the simplest
and most accessible business models for individuals looking to start small-scale operations,
such as freelancers, consultants, or small shop owners. In Georgia, registering as an IE requires
minimal formalities, such as submitting basic information to the relevant tax authorities. This
business model allows entrepreneurs to operate under their own name and simplifies taxation,
as business income is typically reported as personal income.

The Individual Entrepreneur (IE) model in Georgia is an attractive option for freelancers,
digital nomads, and small business owners seeking a simple and cost-effective way to operate.
One of its standout features is the 1% tax rate on income up to a certain threshold (currently
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500,000 GEL annually), making it an ideal choice for those providing services both to Georgian
and international clients. This exceptionally low tax rate enables entrepreneurs to maximize
their earnings while maintaining minimal administrative overhead.

Setting up as an IE is straightforward, requiring minimal paperwork and offering flexibility to
operate independently. It's particularly suited to professionals offering services like IT
consulting, graphic design, marketing, and other expertise-driven industries. For those selling
services to foreign companies, the tax benefits are even more pronounced, as Georgia’s system
encourages global entrepreneurship.

The IE model is perfect for anyone
looking to streamline their business
operations without getting bogged
down by complex regulations or
high taxes. Whether you're a digital
nomad working with international
clients or a professional targeting
local and global markets, Georgia’s
IE framework offers the simplicity
and financial advantages needed to
thrive.

IV Digital Nomad Life

If you're a digital nomad looking for an environment that’s completely and fully suitable for
your needs, Georgia’s the place for you. The country has emerged as a prominent center for
digital nomads and remote workers due to a couple of reasons: infrastructure, affordability,
progressive policies and most importantly, the fact that foreign sourced income is tax-free! The
allure of the nation resides in its capacity to furnish a conducive work environment while
simultaneously ensuring a no-less amazing quality of life.

Primarily, one of the main reasons is the friendly and advantageous tax system for digital
nomads looking to move here. Foreign-sourced income is tax free, as mentioned above, and
Georgian-sourced income can get as low as 1% in most cases. This results in full financial
independence and a comfortable lifestyle.

Georgia presents one of the most economical lifestyles within the region. The costs associated
with housing are markedly lower than those in Western nations, and coworking spaces are
both readily available and reasonably priced, with monthly memberships spanning from $20
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to maximum $100. Utilities, transportation, and dining experiences are similarly budget-
conscious, enabling digital nomads to optimize their income while availing themselves of
modern amenities. This economic viability is particularly appealing to freelancers and
entrepreneurs who depend on meticulous budgeting to oversee their enterprises.

Flexible Visa Policies constitute a notable advantage for remote workers. Nationals from over
90 countries, encompassing the U.S., EU member states, and numerous others, may reside in
Georgia without a visa for up to one year. This policy gets rid of the bureaucratic obstacles that
many digital nomads encounter in other jurisdictions and affords the liberty to establish
residency in Georgia without immediate legal apprehensions, though it’s better for the sake of
stability to acquire a long-term visa, for many benefits that it grants you. For individuals
pursuing a more enduring arrangement, residency permits specifically designed for digital
nomads from other countries that do not make the list for up-to a year stay, are available and
easily accessible.

The expansion of the digital nomad community in Georgia has cultivated a dynamic ecosystem
of professionals who exchange ideas, collaborate on projects, and offer mutual support. Regular
meetups, workshops, and networking events in many cities across the country create
opportunities for remote workers to connect and foster relationships. Expats frequently
highlight the hospitable atmosphere and ease of integration as paramount factors in selecting
Georgia as a foundation for remote work.

Georgia’s location at the intersection of Europe and Asia confers a strategic advantage for
remote workers and enterprises operating across diverse regions. The nation’s time zone
(GMT+4) facilitates overlap with working hours in Europe, the Middle East, and portions of
Asia, thereby promoting collaboration with clients and teams in these areas. For remote
workers managing clients based in the U.S., meticulous scheduling and adaptability ensure that
time zone discrepancies can be effectively navigated.

One of the most compelling features of working remotely from Georgia is the prospect of
harmonizing professional productivity with personal adventure. Remote workers can
commence their day with high-speed internet access in a coworking space or from home, and
conclude it by exploring historic neighborhoods, hiking in the Caucasus, or unwinding in a
local wine bar. This equilibrium between labor and leisure enhances the overall quality of life,
rendering Georgia a distinctive and enriching destination for digital nomads.

In addition to its allure for individual remote professionals, Georgia is cultivating a reputation
as an emerging technological hub. Government initiatives, exemplified by the creation of
TechPark in Thilisi, are strategically crafted to bolster startups and promote innovation. These
endeavors encompass funding programs, mentorship opportunities, and access to state-of-the-
art facilities for entrepreneurs engaged in sectors such as fintech, software development, and
blockchain technology. The nation’s business-friendly tax regulations, which include
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exemptions for small enterprises and startups, further motivate technology professionals to
establish their operations within Georgia.

For an individual of such interest technology and connectivity is a concern. For expats, the
technological advancement of the country helps with a smooth adaptation to both working
and residing in an international context. The government’s financial commitments to
innovation and digital infrastructure have established Georgia as a progressive destination that
fosters remote employment, entrepreneurship, and business activities.

Georgia is distinguished by one of the most dependable and accessible internet infrastructures
within the Caucasus region, catering to a burgeoning community of tech-savvy individuals
and enterprises. High-speed broadband services are prevalent in major urban centers such as
Thilisi and Batumi, with fiber-optic connections providing download speeds of up to 1 Gbps.
Internet service providers, including Silknet, MagtiCom, and Beeline, hold a dominant
position in the market, offering competitive pricing for both residential and commercial
internet services. The monthly expenses for high-speed home internet typically fluctuate
between $10 and $25, rendering connectivity both cost-effective and efficient.

Mobile internet services are equally robust, with extensive 4G coverage extending across both
urban and rural locales. Expats and travelers can benefit from prepaid SIM cards that come
with generous data packages, usually priced between $5 and $15 per month. For individuals
residing in remote regions or traversing mountainous areas, mobile internet frequently serves
as a reliable substitute for fixed broadband, ensuring uninterrupted connectivity for both
professional and leisure pursuits. The introduction of 5G networks is anticipated in the
forthcoming years, further reinforcing Georgia’s stature as a digitally connected nation.

Public Wi-Fi is extensively available in cafes, coworking facilities, and hotels, particularly in
urban centers such as Tbilisi and Batumi. Numerous public transportation hubs and tourist
attractions also offer complimentary Wi-Fi services, thereby facilitating connectivity for
remote workers and travelers. Furthermore, coworking spaces such as Impact Hub Thilisi,
Terminal, and Batumi’s Coworking Oasis provide high-speed internet, meeting rooms, and
collaborative environments specifically designed to accommodate the requirements of digital
professionals. These facilities not only furnish reliable infrastructure but also function as
networking venues for entrepreneurs and freelancers. In conclusion, Georgia is more than
ready to become a permanent home for digital nomads. Hosting a favorable and comfortable
environment for those willing to grow financially while never being limited comfort-wise.
With dependable internet access, a nurturing community, and avenues for personal and
professional development, Georgia presents an exceptional work-life mix.

No visa needed or required for over 90 countries; other countries can have a special digital
nomad visa option.
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\% Study in Georgia

Each year an increasing number of international students choose Georgia as their destination
for academic pursuit. This could be attributed to the nation’s burgeoning status as an
educational nexus, which harmoniously offers affordability, quality, and cultural richness.
The universities within Georgia are augmenting their reputation, offering academic programs
that accommodate a diverse spectrum of disciplines, ranging from medicine and engineering
to business and the arts. With institutions that have garnered recognition at both regional and
international levels, the educational framework in Georgia is progressively adapting to meet
global benchmarks while maintaining a distinctly Georgian methodology towards education
and personal development. The country's hospitable, multicultural milieu and dynamic
student communities render it an inviting destination for those in pursuit of a profound and
enriching academic journey.

A principal benefit of pursuing studies in Georgia lies in the cost-effectiveness of its
educational offerings. The tuition fees associated with numerous Georgian universities are
significantly lower in comparison to those in Western Europe, North America, or Australia,
thus permitting students to attain a quality education without the substantial financial strain
frequently linked to studying abroad. Financial accessibility cannot be compared to any other,
many students pay out of pocket since Thbilisi state medical university for example offers
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shockingly low prices plus scholarships and grants. Giving you high-quality education that is
internationally accredited at a cost that you likely cannot find anywhere else, given the
environment as-well. Business and Medicine are one of the more popular fields that are
extremely cheap compared to even neighboring countries. If you want to study at Ivane
Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University, which is the first and the mother university of Georgia,
you can get a bachelor’s degree in any field for 3000$ per year, without any scholarship or
sponsorship.

This financial accessibility has rendered Georgia particularly appealing to students from
adjacent regions, as well as from other nations, such as: India, Nigeria, and Turkey. In
conjunction with reasonable tuition rates, the cost of living in Georgia remains relatively
modest, facilitating students’ financial management. With affordable accommodation,
economical transportation, and reasonably priced groceries and recreational activities,
students can lead a comfortable lifestyle while concentrating on their academic pursuits.

Georgia's educational establishments further offer a diverse array of programs conducted in
both English and Georgian, thereby facilitating international students in locating suitable
courses devoid of language impediments. Prominent fields for foreign scholars encompass
medicine, business, tourism, and information technology, wherein Georgian universities have
garnered acclaim for their academic rigor and innovative approaches. Medical programs have
attracted significant interest from students globally, as Georgian medical qualifications are
frequently acknowledged on an international scale and can provide a pathway to medical
professions in various countries. Institutions such as Tbilisi State Medical University and the
University of Georgia are recognized for their comprehensive curricula, modern facilities, and
access to clinical internships, establishing them as reputable options for aspiring medical
practitioners.

In addition to the high-caliber academic offerings, Georgia's geographical location at the
crossing of Furope and Asia endows students with a distinctive cultural experience and a
multitude of travel opportunities. The nation's strategic location enables students to investigate
a region steeped in history, culture, and diversity, with convenient access to neighboring
countries such as Turkey, Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Russia. Georgia itself showcases a mosaic
of contrasts, radical differences from one corner of the country to another, each region defined
by cultural difference. This diversity affords students opportunities to appreciate the natural
splendor of the Caucasus, engage in outdoor pursuits, and partake in cultural exchanges that
enhance their global perspective.

For those contemplating the pursuit of education in Georgia, the nation's nurturing
environment for scholars represents another considerable benefit. University campuses are
adequately furnished, providing access to contemporary libraries, laboratories, and educational
resources. Furthermore, a multitude of Georgian universities have instituted exchange
programs and collaborations with global institutions, affording students the opportunity to
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engage in international networks and gain insights into diverse educational frameworks. The
inclusion of international faculty members in several programs enhances the richness of the
academic experience, as students gain from a broad spectrum of expertise and pedagogical
methodologies.

Georgia’s commitment to innovation in education is further manifested in its dedication to the
integration of technology within the educational process. Universities are progressively
incorporating digital instruments and online resources, thereby establishing a flexible and
accessible academic environment that caters to the requirements of contemporary learners.
This progressive approach not only elevates the standard of education but also aligns with the
nation's overarching objective of positioning itself as a regional leader in the realms of
education and innovation.

In summary, studying in Georgia presents a unique mix of affordability, diversity, and
opportunity. For students seeking a high-quality education within a culturally enriched
environment for ridiculously cheap, Georgia offers a setting that fosters academic excellence
and personal growth. As Georgia continues to evolve as an educational nexus, it provides
students not only with a pathway to academic success but also with an unforgettable
experience in a nation that harmonizes tradition with modernity.

Tbilisi State University.
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VI Work in Georgia

The prospect of employment in Georgia is increasingly regarded as a highly desirable option
for expats and professionals, attributable to the nation's growing job market, advantageous tax
frameworks, and the relative ease with which foreign laborers can secure residency. In recent
years, Georgia has made significant advancements in establishing itself as a conducive
environment for business, thereby attracting both corporations and talent from across the
globe. The job market is witnessing expansion across multiple sectors, particularly in domains
such as information technology, tourism, finance, and real estate, thus providing a spectrum
of opportunities for individuals with varied professional experiences. For numerous
individuals, Georgia presents a compelling amalgamation of career prospects, affordable living
expenses, and a vibrant cultural milieu, rendering it an exemplary location to cultivate a
fulfilling professional existence.

A particularly noteworthy feature of employment in Georgia is the favorable tax environment,
a policy that has proven pivotal in attracting foreign professionals and enterprises alike. The
personal income tax for residents is established at a flat rate of 20%, which is relatively low by
global standards, and the nation's territorial tax system guarantees that income sourced from
abroad is exempt from taxation. For entrepreneurs, Georgia offers a variety of business-friendly
tax regimes, including low corporate tax rates and incentives tailored for startups and small
enterprises. The advantageous tax policies further extend to specific regions, such as the Free
Industrial Zones (FIZs) situated in cities like Tbilisi, Kutaisi, and Poti, where businesses stand
to benefit from exemptions on taxes related to imports, exports, and profits. These financial
incentives render Georgia particularly appealing for digital nomads, freelancers, and
professionals in sectors where income may be derived internationally.

Georgia’s labor market is also characterized by several burgeoning sectors that present
stimulating opportunities for skilled professionals. The information technology sector has been
experiencing rapid growth, with governmental support for technological innovation through
initiatives such as TechPark and innovation hubs that foster entrepreneurship and the
development of digital skills. This expansion has created opportunities for programmers,
software developers, digital marketers, and other IT specialists, with numerous firms actively
seeking to attract foreign talent to facilitate growth. Tourism represents another vigorous
industry in Georgia, with the nation's scenic landscapes, historical sites, and cultural wealth
attracting millions of visitors annually. In January-September of 2024, 5,794,661 international
visitors arrived in Georgia making an increase of 4.1% year-on-year, the Georgian National
Tourism Administration reported. The expansion of the tourism sector has generated a demand
for professionals in hospitality, tour operations, and event management, rendering it a
promising domain for those interested in the service industry.
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The finance and real estate sectors also present expanding and increasing opportunities for
expats. As Georgia continues to draw foreign investments, the demand for financial analysts,
accountants, and real estate professionals is steadily increasing. The real estate sector has
emerged as an appealing field, propelled by the growing interest in property investments from
both domestic and international investors. With property prices remaining relatively low in
comparison to other European markets, real estate offers both employment prospects and
potential investment returns. These expanding sectors underscore Georgia’s economic vitality
and reflect the nation’s strategic commitment to establishing itself as a regional hub for
business and innovation.

The direct process of obtaining residency is a significant advantage that enhances the
attractiveness of working in Georgia. The country’s visa and residency regulations are notably
frank, permitting citizens from over 90 nations to enter and remain for up to a year without
requiring a visa. For those intending to extend their stay, acquiring a residence permit is a
relatively easy endeavor with proper guidance, particularly for individuals who secure
employment or establish a business within the country. Work permits are typically integrated
into the employment process for foreign nationals, and the overall documentation
requirements are minimal in comparison to many other nations, facilitating a smoother
transition for expats. Furthermore, Georgia provides specialized residency initiatives, such as
the “Invest in Georgia” program, which offers residency to individuals who invest in real estate
or other business activities. This accessibility encourages professionals and entrepreneurs to
view Georgia as a viable long-term base, with the added benefit of unrestricted travel within
the region.

The work culture and lifestyle in Georgia further enhance the appeal of pursuing a career in
the country. The work atmosphere is predominantly collaborative and flexible, with an
increasing number of companies embracing adaptable working arrangements and remote work
options. Thbilisi, the capital, is especially favored by digital nomads and remote workers, who
enjoy a diverse range of coworking spaces, cafes, and support networks that promote creativity
and productivity. The relatively low cost of living allows individuals to maintain a high
standard of living while concentrating on career advancement or entrepreneurial endeavors.
This unique combination of affordability and professional opportunity creates a balance that
is often difficult to find in more competitive and expensive markets.

In addition to professional development, Georgia presents a distinctive lifestyle enriched by
its cultural diversity, historical heritage, and lively social environment. The Georgian tradition
of hospitality facilitates the establishment of connections for expats, both in professional
settings and in daily life. Numerous networking opportunities exist, facilitated by various expat
groups, professional associations, and business chambers such as AmCham Georgia and the
EU-Georgia Business Council. These organizations play a crucial role in connecting local and
international professionals, assisting newcomers in navigating the Georgian business
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environment while offering valuable resources and support for career advancement and
entrepreneurial endeavors.

For individuals aiming to achieve a work-life balance that emphasizes both professional success
and personal satisfaction, Georgia’s natural surroundings present a significant advantage. The
country boasts a variety of landscapes, ranging from the Black Sea coastline to the Caucasus
mountains, which offer limitless recreational activities. Professionals can engage in skiing in
Gudauri, hiking in Kazbegi, or unwinding in Batumi by the sea during weekends, thereby
fostering an active and adventurous lifestyle that complements their professional
responsibilities. This accessibility to nature and leisure activities promotes a balanced lifestyle
that is particularly attractive to many expats seeking relief from the pressures of high-stress
urban living.

In conclusion, Georgia’s developing job market, advantageous tax regulations, and
straightforward residency options render it an attractive destination for both professionals and
entrepreneurs. The nation’s dedication to growth and innovation in key sectors, along with its
low cost of living and supportive expat communities, cultivates an environment conducive to
both professional and personal success. Whether motivated by Georgia’s business-friendly
atmosphere, its affordability, or its overall quality of life, expats who opt to work in Georgia
will discover a vibrant and welcoming environment that fosters a rewarding and balanced
career.

VII Cost of Living

Above-average lifestyle

Living an above-average lifestyle in Georgia offers access to premium housing, exclusive
services, and high-end amenities. High-range living is ideal for professionals, entrepreneurs,
and families who prioritize comfort, convenience, and luxury. In Tbilisi, prestigious
neighborhoods like Vake and Mtatsminda provide access to spacious apartments or private
villas equipped with modern features. Similarly, Batumi’s waterfront properties offer a blend
of coastal charm and contemporary luxury, making them appealing for those seeking a relaxed
yet upscale lifestyle. Beyond housing, this lifestyle includes fine dining, private transportation
options, and membership of luxury gyms, spas, and social clubs. The main advantage lies in
the fact that maintaining such a lifestyle has a lower cost than other European and/or
neighboring countries. Attaining such an above-average lifestyle can be affordable for families
that otherwise could not afford the same quality of life in another European, western country.
While the cost of high-range living in Georgia is comparatively lower than in other developed
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nations, it provides the same level of sophistication and comfort expected from top-tier
destinations.

One of the cornerstones of high-range living in Georgia is housing. In Thbilisi, neighborhoods
like Vake, Mtatsminda, and Vera cater to high-end preferences, offering luxury apartments,
penthouses, and standalone villas. These properties typically include features like modern
interiors, premium furnishings, private parking, security services, and sometimes even private
gyms or swimming pools. Renting a high-end property to a luxury house without a pool cost
around $1,000-$1,500 and a house with a nicely sized pool would cost around $1,500-$2,500.
Rental prices for high-end apartments can range from $800 to $1,800 per month, while
purchasing a high-end to luxury property in these areas often starts at $250,000 and up,
depending on size and location. In Batumi, high-rise apartments with panoramic sea views and
resort-style amenities are popular among those seeking coastal luxury. These properties range
from $1,000 to $3,000 per month for rent, with purchase prices slightly lower than Tbilisi’s
upscale neighborhoods.

Dining and entertainment form another key aspect of high-range living in Georgia. Tbilisi is
home to a spectacular fine-dining scene, with restaurants serving a mix of Georgian, European,
and international cuisines. High-end establishments such as Funicular, Keto and Kote, and
Shavi Lomi offer gourmet experiences, with meals costing between $50 and $150 per person,
particularly when paired with Georgia’s premium wines. For exclusive social events, affluent
residents can attend private wine tastings, galas, and cultural performances at venues like the
Thilisi Opera and Ballet Theatre. For leisure, Georgia also provides luxury experiences such as
private ski tours in Gudauri, bespoke wine tours in Kakheti, and exclusive stays at five-star
resorts like Rooms Hotel in Kazbegi Healthcare is a priority for high-range expats, and
Georgia’s private hospitals and clinics meet international standards. Facilities like
MediClubGeorgia and New Hospitals provide premium care, offering concierge services and
English-speaking staff. Comprehensive health insurance plans range from $1,000 to $2,000
annually, depending on coverage.

Families opting for this lifestyle also prioritize private international schools for their children,
where tuition fees can range from around $4000 to $6000 per academic year depending on the
age of the child. Fees vary from school to school. To make the most of a high-end lifestyle,
expats may want to consider to consult local advisors for luxury real estate, explore bespoke
cultural experiences, and leverage Georgian hospitality to build meaningful connections.
High-range living in Georgia is a seamless blend of comfort , exclusivity and opportunity.

pg. 24


https://georgiabusinessandresidentiallaw.ge/

) oo SIS GEORGIA 2025 EXPAT GUIDE

$
W
W i:ﬁ.nl"ﬁ‘

King David abartment compiex, Thilisi

Mid-range lifestyle

Residing within a mid-range lifestyle in Georgia presents an enticing equilibrium of comfort,
economic feasibility, and quality of life, rendering it a favored selection among numerous
expats. This mode of living facilitates access to contemporary amenities, a diverse array of
dining establishments, and recreational pursuits, all while capitalizing on Georgia’s modest
cost of living. For individuals aspiring to attain a comfortable standard of living without
incurring exorbitant expenses, the mid-range lifestyle in Georgia affords considerable
opportunities to relish the nation's dynamic urban locales and picturesque landscapes. With
very cheap housing, a variety of entertainment alternatives, and accessible healthcare services,
the mid-range lifestyle in Georgia is well-suited to both individual expats and families desiring
to experience a comprehensive life abroad.

In Thbilisi, the capital and most populous city of Georgia, mid-range living generally
encompasses a centrally situated one- or two-bedroom apartment, along with access to a
diverse selection of restaurants, cafes, and recreational activities, as well as occasional
excursions to the mountainous or seaside attractions of Georgia. Rental prices for mid-range
apartments in Tbilisi fluctuate depending on the neighborhood, with sought-after areas such
as Vake, Saburtalo, and Vera providing modern accommodations within secure, pedestrian-
friendly communities. On average, the monthly rent for a one-bedroom apartment in these
neighborhoods may range from $300 to $600, while a two-bedroom or three-bedroom unit
might incur costs between $700 and $1,200. Utilities, encompassing water, electricity, and
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internet services, contribute an additional $80 to $150 per month, thereby maintaining overall
housing expenses manageable for those adhering to a mid-range budget.

In Batumi, the seaside city renowned for its tourism, entertainment, and leisurely ambiance,
mid-range living similarly presents an economical option. Apartments situated near the beach
or city center are highly sought after, with rental prices for a one-bedroom apartment typically
ranging from $200 to $600 per month, whereas two-bedroom units may command prices
between $600 and $1,000. Batumi’s subtropical climate, in conjunction with a lower cost of
living compared to Thilisi, renders it particularly appealing to individuals who favor coastal
living. The city’s lively nightlife, cafes, and parks provide ample entertainment opportunities,
and with the availability of both modern and traditional Georgian culinary offerings, dining
out remains economically feasible even within a mid-range budget.

Kutaisi, the third-largest city in Georgia, offers an even more modest cost of living while
facilitating a quieter lifestyle. Renowned for its historical landmarks and natural splendor,
Kutaisi represents an excellent option for expats seeking a more serene environment. Rental
prices for mid-range apartments in Kutaisi are frequently 20-30% lower than those in Thbilisi,
with one-bedroom units typically priced around $150 to $400, and two-bedroom units ranging
from $500 to $600. Utilities are comparably economical, and everyday expenses such as
groceries, dining, and local transportation are significantly less than in larger urban centers,
rendering Kutaisi an attractive choice for budget-conscious expats who desire access to
comfortable housing and essential amenities.

The allure of the mid-range lifestyle in Georgia is rooted in the superior quality of life it affords
at a comparatively modest cost. Dining out, for instance, remains economically feasible and
presents a broad spectrum of choices. In Tbilisi and Batumi, mid-range eateries offer meals
priced between $10 and $20 per individual, thereby enabling residents to indulge in a variety
of cuisines, ranging from traditional Georgian fare to international selections, without
incurring exorbitant expenses. Grocery expenditures are likewise reasonable, with fresh fruits,
dairy products, and meats accessible at local markets and supermarkets for a fraction of the
prices observed in Western nations. For an individual or couple, monthly grocery outlays
typically oscillate between $150 and $250, whilst families may allocate approximately $300 to
$400, facilitating a balanced diet that encompasses a combination of locally sourced and
imported products.

Transportation within Georgia is both economical and efficient, particularly in Thbilisi, where
the metro and bus systems afford convenient access to most areas of the city. A monthly public
transportation pass is priced at approximately $10, rendering it a cost-effective option for daily
commuting. Taxis and ride-sharing services such as Bolt are prevalent in both Tbilisi and
Batumi, with fares averaging between $2 and $5 for brief trips within the urban environment.
Vehicle ownership is also feasible within a mid-range financial plan, as fuel prices and
maintenance expenditure remain relatively low. For expats who appreciate weekend

pg. 26


https://georgiabusinessandresidentiallaw.ge/

( J N RESIDENTIAL LAW GEORGIA 2025 EXPAT GUIDE

excursions, car rentals are reasonably priced, and Georgia’s varied geography makes road trips
to regions such as Kakheti, Kazbegi, and Svaneti an enjoyable and economical method to
explore the country.

Healthcare in Georgia is both accessible and affordable, with an array of private clinics and
hospitals providing high-quality medical services. A standard consultation with a physician
generally costs between $20 and $50, whereas more specialized consultations or treatments
may range from $50 to $100. Numerous expats opt to acquire private health insurance, with
costs fluctuating between $20 and $100 per month, contingent upon the extent of coverage.
This amalgamation of affordable healthcare and accessible insurance alternatives ensures that
medical requirements can be addressed without imposing significant financial burdens,
thereby enhancing the attractiveness of Georgia’s mid-range lifestyle.

Expats who elect to embrace the mid-range lifestyle in Georgia additionally gain from the
country’s vibrant social atmosphere and recreational prospects. Tbilisi boasts a variety of
cultural establishments, including theaters, art galleries, and music venues, where
performances and events are frequently conducted. Tickets for cultural events are often
reasonably priced, with cinema tickets costing approximately $5 to $10 and theater or concert
tickets ranging from $15 to $35. For those who relish outdoor pursuits, Georgia’s national
parks, ski resorts, and hiking trails are readily accessible and provide year-round recreational
opportunities, from skiing in Gudauri to trekking in Borjomi-Kharagauli National Park. These
outdoor endeavors enable expats to appreciate Georgia’s natural splendor without incurring
excessive prices, rendering it possible to sustain an active and gratifying lifestyle on a mid-
range budget.

Consequently, the mid-range lifestyle in Georgia offers a harmonious blend of quality and
affordability, permitting expats to relish modern amenities while simultaneously engaging
with the cultural richness of the country. Balancing work and leisure, numerous expats are
attracted to this way of life for it presents chances for career advancement without the
monetary strain tied to nations that are more expensive. The ability to dine, explore, and enjoy
top tier living and medical services with a significant amount of savings on expenses makes
Georgia a desirable choice for individuals aiming for a balanced lifestyle overseas. For expats
looking for a balance of comfort, adventure, and affordability, Georgia offers a mid-range
lifestyle that is both accessible and fulfilling, providing a friendly and beneficial atmosphere
that enhances a superior quality of life.

Low-cost lifestyle

Living on a modest budget in Georgia is not only practical but can also constitute a gratifying
experience, enabling expats to comfortably enjoy the necessities of life while maintaining
minimal expenditures. For students, backpackers, digital nomads, and others who prioritize
financial prudence, Georgia offers an exemplary environment where fundamental
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requirements are effortlessly fulfilled, owing to the low costs associated with housing, dining,
and daily transportation. A modest lifestyle may necessitate opting for shared accommodations
or economical apartments, dining at local establishments, and partaking in complimentary or
low-cost recreational activities, all while becoming immersed in the local culture. The
hospitable communities, vibrant cultural landscape, and picturesque surroundings of Georgia
further augment the experience, rendering low budget living a rich and rewarding selection.

In Thilisi, the capital and most urbanized city of Georgia, low budget living frequently entails
renting a shared room or a modest, budget-conscious apartment in neighborhoods slightly
removed from the central districts. The rental costs for a shared apartment or a studio in more
economical areas such as Gldani, Didube, or Isani can vary between $100 and $250 per month,
thus providing affordable access to the myriad amenities the city has to offer. Utility expenses,
which may increase slightly during the winter months due to heating necessities, typically
range from $50 to $75 monthly, contingent upon energy consumption and the degree of
insulation in the building. Daily expenditures, encompassing food and transportation, are
similarly economical, with Tbilisi’s comprehensive public transit system affording reliable and
affordable means for navigation. For numerous individuals, this cost-effective lifestyle not only
proves to be economical but also fosters a closer connection to the local community, as they
frequent neighborhood markets and explore the city’s diverse, pedestrian-friendly locales.

In Batumi, the charming coastal city, low-budget living is equally feasible, with rental prices
frequently being somewhat lower than those in Tbilisi are. A shared apartment or modest
studio in Batumi’s residential neighborhoods typically incurs costs ranging from $100 to $200
per month, whereas one-bedroom units fall within the range of $200 to $350. The compact
and walkable layout of Batumi, particularly along the coastline, facilitates ease of movement
without incurring substantial transportation expenses. For those seeking to economize further,
numerous areas of Batumi are conducive to cycling, and bicycle rentals are both affordable and
widely embraced by residents and visitors alike. The subtropical climate also contributes to
lower utility costs in winter compared to the mountainous regions, rendering Batumi an
appealing option for budget-conscious expats and digital nomads who relish seaside living
without exorbitant expenses.

In smaller Georgian cities such as Kutaisi or Telavi, the cost of living on a modest budget
diminishes even further. Renowned for their historical landmarks and scenic vistas, these cities
provide a more leisurely, tranquil lifestyle. Rental costs for a small apartment or shared housing
in these locales can be as low as $100 to $150 per month, with utility expenses adding
approximately $50 to $80 monthly. Grocery and dining expenditures are similarly reduced, as
local markets supply fresh produce, dairy products, and meats at exceedingly affordable prices.
Kutaisi’s bus and minibus network also guarantees economical transportation within the city
and to adjacent attractions, thereby facilitating residents in their explorations without
incurring substantial travel expenses. For individuals who appreciate nature and outdoor
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pursuits, the proximity to national parks and natural landmarks ensures that weekend
excursions can be undertaken at minimal financial outlay.

For those opting for a low-cost lifestyle in Georgia, economizing on daily expenditures is both
a necessity and an advantageous method to immerse oneself in Georgian culture. Dining at
local establishments presents an excellent opportunity to save, as numerous eateries specialize
in traditional Georgian cuisine, such as khachapuri (cheese bread), khinkali (dumplings), and
mtsvadi (grilled meat skewers), all available for merely a few dollars per meal. Street food
enjoys great popularity, particularly in bustling areas and near markets, where a substantial
snack or light meal can be obtained at a cost ranging from $1 to $3. Purchasing groceries at
local markets, as opposed to supermarkets, constitutes another strategy to maintain low costs,
as these markets frequently provide fresh, seasonal produce and essentials at remarkably low
prices. Preparing meals at home, especially with ingredients procured from these markets,
emerges as an effective means to conserve resources while savoring the rich flavors intrinsic
to Georgian cuisine.

The public transportation system in Georgia further bolsters low-cost living, with the metro,
buses, and marshrutkas (minibuses) presenting highly affordable alternatives for daily
commutes and brief excursions. In Tbilisi, the fare for a metro or bus ride hovers around $0.20,
and a monthly pass is approximately $10 (Yes, Ten), rendering it one of the most economical
transportation systems in the region. For residents in Batumi or smaller municipalities, most
daily necessities can be satisfied within walking or cycling distance, thereby diminishing the
reliance on public transit or taxis. Ride-hailing services such as Bolt are also accessible, with
short trips costing approximately $4 to $5, which proves advantageous for occasional outings
or when public transit is not readily available.

—

I o
Great accommodation in all price ranges in Georgia
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Embracing a local lifestyle is pivotal for optimizing savings while adopting a low-cost way of
life in Georgia. Avoiding tourist-centric locations and selecting neighborhood cafes, bakeries,
and shops instead can significantly contribute to cost reduction. Participating in
complimentary community events, visiting local parks, and taking advantage of the myriad
scenic locales throughout Georgia presents financially accessible avenues to relish the country
without incurring substantial expenses. Nature enthusiasts may traverse the numerous hiking
trails, rivers, and rural attractions that Georgia presents at no cost or for a nominal fee. Many
expats on a budget also gain advantages by engaging in social activities through expat groups
and local meetups, where connections are fostered without the necessity for extravagant
outings, cultivating a supportive community that shares insights and resources for economical
living. For students, backpackers, and digital nomads, a low-cost lifestyle in Georgia offers
essential amenities at an affordable rate while facilitating a fulfilling, culturally enriching
experience. The budget-friendly atmosphere of Georgia, coupled with its warmth and
hospitality, allows individuals to enjoy a commendable quality of life without incurring high
expenses. Through diligent budgeting and a focus on local resources, low-cost living in Georgia
supports a life replete with rich experiences and meaningful connections, demonstrating that
affordability and quality can coexist harmoniously in this welcoming nation.

VIII Family Life

Raising Kids in Georgia: Education, Childcare, and Local Programs.

Georgia is distinguished as a family-oriented destination, combining its long-standing customs
of community support with contemporary amenities for families and children. For expats with
children in Georgia, the country offers a variety of educational facilities, childcare services,
and extracurricular activities that accommodate all your requirements and tastes.
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Over the past decade, Georgia's education system has undergone considerable improvements,
with notable advancements observed in urban regions such as Tbilisi and Batumi. For expats,
international schools are often the preferred option, providing curricula that meet global
educational standards. The QSI International School of Tbilisi, the European School, and New
School International School offer programs that are based on the British, American, or
International Baccalaureate (IB) curricula. These educational institutions place a strong
emphasis on academic achievement and provide a diverse selection of extracurricular options,
encompassing arts, sports, and technology initiatives. A multicultural setting enables children
from various backgrounds to feel a sense of belonging and cultivate a broader global outlook.

For families looking for budget-friendly alternatives, Georgian private schools provide a
midway solution. Several of these schools offer bilingual education, incorporating Georgian
with English or Russian as the language used for teaching. These educational institutions are
ideal for expats seeking a unique blend of local and international learning experiences,
characterized by smaller class sizes and a prominent level of individualized attention. Fees for
private education in Georgia may fall between $150 and $250 per month, significantly lower
than those at international schools.

Daycare centers in Georgia provide services for young children, delivering organized programs
aimed at fostering early childhood growth and development. Private daycare centers in Thbilisi,
Batumi, and Kutaisi are well-equipped and place a strong emphasis on creative learning
techniques. These programs provide music, art, and physical education to promote mental and
emotional development. Monthly daycare costs differ across regions and facilities, they may
fall between $50 and $300. Several daycare centers function in multiple languages, thereby
providing inclusivity for children of expat families.

In Georgia, extracurricular activities hold significant importance in family life, offering
numerous choices for parents to keep their children occupied outside of regular school hours.
Sports clubs offer instruction in soccer, basketball, and gymnastics, alongside music schools
and art studios that offer creative outlets for young individuals. Georgian traditional dance
classes are a popular choice for both local and expat children, providing a great opportunity to
discover Georgian culture in an enjoyable manner. Georgian language schools are also widely
available, allowing children to learn Georgian, Russian, or English in addition to their primary
language. For outdoor recreation, Georgia’s cities and towns boast numerous parks and
playgrounds. In Thbilisi, Vake Park and Mziuri Park are popular destinations for families,
featuring well-maintained play areas and open spaces for picnics or leisurely strolls. Batumi’s
seaside promenade and 6 May Park provide a combination of nature and recreational facilities,
ensuring an enjoyable experience for children and parents alike. Families can also take
advantage of Georgia’s diverse landscapes, with opportunities for hiking, camping, and
exploring the country’s natural wonders, such as the Martvili Canyons or Borjomi-Kharagauli
National Park.
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Healthcare and safety

Georgia presents a healthcare framework and secure environment that combines accessibility,
affordability, and continuous enhancement. For expats contemplating relocation to Georgia, a
comprehensive understanding of the healthcare infrastructure alongside the nation’s safety
dynamics is imperative. While the healthcare system is progressively advancing, particularly
within urban locales, the caliber of care may differ significantly between public and private
institutions. Moreover, Georgia is distinguished by its comparatively low crime rates,
rendering it one of the more secure nations in the region. Nonetheless, as is the case in any
nation, cognizance of emergency services and fundamental precautions is crucial for ensuring
a secure and well-prepared existence.

The healthcare system in Georgia functions as a mixed model, incorporating both public and
private healthcare provisions accessible to residents and expats alike. Throughout the
preceding decade, the government has committed substantial resources towards the
modernization of the healthcare infrastructure, emphasizing the expansion of care accessibility
through universal healthcare initiatives. Public healthcare, financed by the government,
provides fundamental services at minimal or no cost to Georgian citizens and certain long-
term residents. However, expats may find that public healthcare facilities do not consistently
meet their expectations, particularly concerning advanced medical equipment, facilities, and
the availability of English-speaking medical personnel.

Conversely, private healthcare is widely esteemed as a superior alternative, particularly in
urban centers such as Tbilisi and Batumi. Private clinics and hospitals are comprehensively
equipped, featuring modern technology and English-speaking professionals who address the
needs of the international populace. Establishments such as MediClubGeorgia and Aversi
Clinic in Tbilisi are favored by expats due to their quality of care and extensive range of
services, encompassing general medicine, dentistry, and specialized consultations. Routine
appointments at private clinics are considered affordable by international standards, with
consultation fees generally ranging from $20 to $50, and specialized care costs varying from
$50 to $100.

A notable advantage of residing in Georgia is the affordability of healthcare, even within
private establishments. For expats, acquiring health insurance is advisable, as it facilitates
access to private care while ensuring costs remain manageable. Local health insurance plans
are obtainable through providers such as Ardi and TBC Insurance, with monthly premiums
varying from $20 to $100 based on the extent of coverage. Furthermore, international health
insurance policies are broadly accepted in private clinics, providing flexibility for individuals
who travel frequently or require comprehensive coverage.

Pharmacies in Georgia are abundant and well-supplied, dispensing both prescription and over-
the-counter medications. Pharmacists are generally well-informed and can assist with minor
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medical issues, although prescriptions are mandatory for certain medications. Expats will
discover that numerous international brands and generic alternatives are available at
competitive prices. Most of the medicaments are available over the counter, without a
necessary prescription.

In case of emergencies, Georgia maintains an ambulance service that is complimentary for
Georgian citizens and accessible to expats at a nominal cost, Zero. Emergency response times
are improving, particularly in urban areas; however, they may be prolonged in rural regions.
Expats are encouraged to familiarize themselves with the nearest private hospitals and clinics,
as these facilities are often better equipped to manage medical emergencies. Additionally, it is
prudent to have a list of emergency contacts, including the numbers for ambulance services
(112) and private clinics, readily available.

Georgia is widely acknowledged as one of the most secure nations within the region,
characterized by low crime rates and a pronounced commitment to hospitality that
encompasses both residents and tourists. Instances of petty crime, such as pickpocketing, are
infrequent, even in bustling urban centers like Tbilisi. Likewise, violent crime remains very
rare, with the majority of expats expressing a sense of safety while traversing the capital and
other prominent cities during nighttime hours. This esteemed reputation for safety renders
Georgia particularly attractive for families and solo travelers in pursuit of a secure setting.

The Georgian government has made substantial investments in enhancing public safety over
the preceding two decades, featuring a visible presence of law enforcement in urban locales
and tourist attractions. Police officers are typically approachable and accommodating, albeit
with varying degrees of English proficiency. Expats are advised to reach out to the police (by
dialing 112) should any safety issues or emergencies arise.

Emergency services in Georgia, encompassing fire and ambulance responses, are Simple
through the centralized 112 hotline, which operates in several languages, including English.
This centralized framework guarantees that callers are efficiently directed to the appropriate
services. Nonetheless, response times may fluctuate, especially in rural or remote regions
where infrastructure is less developed. Expats residing outside major urban areas are urged to
exercise additional caution, including maintaining a comprehensive first-aid kit and
identifying local resources for medical assistance and security.

Although Georgia is predominantly safe, there exist several precautions that expats ought to
contemplate. One area of concern is traffic safety, as driving standards in Georgia may prove
to be unpredictable. While urban roads are generally well-maintained, rural thoroughfares
may suffer from poor conditions, particularly during the winter months. Pedestrians should
exercise vigilance when crossing streets, even at designated crosswalks, as drivers may not
consistently yield the right of way. If driving, expats should ensure they possess valid insurance
and be prepared for occasional confrontations with aggressive drivers. Like any major
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European city, there is high intensity traffic but that’s a part of the hustling and bustling
environment that you're faced with in a city such as Tbilisi. As for other parts of Georgia, there
are no such concerns.

Natural disasters, including earthquakes and sporadic landslides, represent another factor to
consider regarding safety in Georgia. Although earthquakes are rare, it is imperative to be
cognizant of fundamental earthquake safety protocols, particularly for those residing in
seismically active regions. Expats should familiarize themselves with emergency evacuation
routes and ensure their residences are stocked with essential supplies, such as water,
flashlights, and non-perishable food items.

Cybersecurity and online safety constitute additional considerations for expats, particularly
those engaged in remote work. While Georgia's digital infrastructure is robust, it is advisable
to adopt fundamental precautions—such as utilizing secure Wi-Fi networks, enabling two-
factor authentication, and refraining from clicking on suspicious links—to mitigate online
threats.

Practical Recommendations for Expats

Health Preparedness: Maintain an inventory of proximate private medical establishments and
hospitals, accompanied by their respective contact information. Should you possess medical
requirements, ascertain pharmacies that stock essential pharmaceuticals. It is advisable to carry
a fundamental first-aid kit, particularly when traversing rural locales.

Emergency Numbers: Record vital contact numbers, including the emergency hotline (112),
along with the details for local law enforcement agencies, fire services, and medical facilities.

Insurance Coverage: Invest in extensive health insurance to guarantee access to private
medical care and to mitigate unforeseen medical expenditures.

Safety Measures: When operating a vehicle, utilize seatbelts, comply with speed regulations,
and refrain from using rural routes during inclement weather. As a pedestrian, maintain
vigilance, particularly at congested intersections.

Online Security: Employ robust passwords and utilize VPN services when engaging in remote
work. Regularly monitor banking and personal accounts for any anomalous activities.

Georgia presents a secure and accessible atmosphere for expats, characterized by a healthcare
infrastructure and public safety protocols that are continually advancing. Although challenges
such as road safety concerns persist, these are counterbalanced by the nation’s affordability,
low crime statistics, and a pronounced sense of community. By undertaking prudent measures
and becoming acquainted with local resources, expats can relish a secure and comfortable
existence in Georgia, assured of the nation’s capability to address their healthcare and safety
requirements.
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Maternity:

Georgia has gained recognition as one of the best destinations for maternity care in the world,
offering a unique combination of high-quality medical services and affordability. With a
healthcare system that places emphasis on maternal and neonatal well-being, the country is
increasingly attracting both locals and expats who value exceptional care at affordable costs.
Georgian maternity care integrates state-of-the-art facilities and modern medical practices
with a family-centered approach that emphasizes support and comfort for mothers and their
families.

The quality of maternity care in Georgia is comparable to the quality of leading healthcare
systems worldwide. Hospitals and private clinics in cities such as Tbilisi and Batumi are
equipped with innovative technology, skilled medical personnel, and established protocols for
both routine and high-risk pregnancies. Many Georgian obstetricians and gynecologists have
international training and experience, which ensures that expectant mothers receive care

aligned with global standards.

Private maternity hospitals such as GHG (Georgia Healthcare Group), Chachava and
MediClubGeorgia are particularly renowned for their specialized care. These institutions offer
comprehensive maternity packages, which include prenatal checks, ultrasounds, childbirth
services, and postnatal care. Services often include options for natural delivery, cesarean
section, and pain management methods like epidurals, all of which are administered with a
focus on patient comfort and safety.

For families with specific medical needs, Georgia also boasts excellent neonatal care units
staffed by highly skilled pediatricians and neonatologists, ensuring the health of newborns in
both standard and critical cases.

One of the distinguishing features of maternity care in Georgia is its affordability without
compromising quality. Private care is significantly cheaper than similar services in Western
Europe or North America. As an example,

e Comprehensive maternity packages, which encompass prenatal examinations, delivery,
and postnatal care, may range from $1,000 to $3,000 in private establishments.

e For those opting for public healthcare, out-of-pocket expenses are even lower, with
substantial subsidies for Georgian residents.

These expenses are particularly appealing to expats, medical tourists, and families seeking
high-quality healthcare on a budget. The affordability extends to associated services such as
lab tests, ultrasounds, and prenatal classes, rendering maternity care in Georgia accessible to a
broad demographic.

Georgia has world-class maternity care, with modern hospitals and clinics offering
comprehensive services that meet international standards. The quality of maternity care in
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Georgia is world-class, with modern hospitals and clinics offering comprehensive services that
meet international standards. The country's healthcare facilities are equipped with advanced
medical technology, which provides essential services such as high-definition ultrasounds,
fetal monitoring, and advanced neonatal care systems. These technologies guarantee that both
mothers and infants receive optimal care during pregnancy, childbirth, and the postnatal
period.

Georgia's maternity care places a strong emphasis on the family experience. Numerous
hospitals and clinics offer personalized care plans tailored to the needs and preferences of the
mother and her family. Mothers also benefit from educational resources, such as prenatal
classes and lactation counseling.

Georgias commitment to maternal and neonatal care extends beyond delivery. Services for
postnatal care are available to ensure that both mothers and babies recover properly after
childbirth. Regular checkups, breastfeeding assistance, and postpartum counseling are
available, helping mothers navigate the challenges of recovery and newborn care.

Georgia's neonatal care units are equipped with the latest technology to treat a range of health
conditions, including premature birth and low birth weight. The neonatal intensive care units
are equipped with incubators, advanced oxygen therapy, and life-saving equipment to ensure
that babies receive the best care possible.

Moreover, the use of electronic health records in many hospitals means that mothers and
babies can have their health histories easily tracked and updated across different care settings,
ensuring continuity of care.

Georgia is known for its combination of affordable, high-quality maternity care and
technological advancements, which make it one of the best countries in the world for
expectant mothers. The country's focus on using the latest medical technologies, as well as its
affordable pricing, ensures a seamless and comfortable experience for both mothers and babies.

For expectant mothers, whether they are Georgian citizens, expats, or medical tourists, Georgia
offers one of the most cost-effective maternity care systems globally. Georgia offers an ideal
setting for a safe, healthy, and fulfilling maternity experience with advanced technology and
skilled medical professionals.

Family-Friendly Activities and Entertainment

The state of Georgia boasts a diverse cultural heritage, lively city life, and breathtaking scenery,
making it an ideal destination for families looking to forge lasting memories. The nation caters
to diverse age groups, guaranteeing that both children and their parents can discover enjoyable
and engaging activities to fill their time. Throughout Georgia, a variety of attractions such as
interactive museums and adventure parks, cultural festivals, and peaceful countryside escapes
cater to family-friendly fun.
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Family activities are plentiful in cities like Tbilisi. Mtatsminda Park, situated atop a hill, is one
of the most frequently visited locations, offering a panoramic view of the city. This amusement
park features a range of attractions, including kid-friendly carousels for younger kids and high-
adrenaline roller coasters for teenagers. The park features restaurants, picnic spots, and
walking paths, turning it into a suitable location for an entire day of family entertainment.
One of Thilisi's most well-known attractions is the Tbilisi Zoo, which features an extensive
variety of animals, encompassing native species like the Caucasian lynx. Located next to the
zoo, families can enjoy a visit to the Turtle Lake area, a scenic spot suited for boating, hiking,
or just unwinding in the clean air.

Georgia's museums are now more frequently accommodating the needs of younger visitors by
providing engaging, interactive displays that make the learning process enjoyable. The
Georgian National Museum in Tbilisi showcases interactive exhibits on the country's historical
background, archaeological findings, and natural sciences, with designated areas tailored for
young visitors. Located in Tbilisi, the Ethnographic Open-Air Museum is an ideal destination
for families to discover and learn about traditional Georgian culture and architectural heritage.

Batumi, Georgia

Visitors to these locations can observe how people in various parts of Georgia resided in the
centuries past and take part in hands-on workshops on crafts, cooking, or ceramics.

Located on the Black Sea, Batumi is a lively coastal city, also offering a wonderful experience
for family vacations. The city's Dolphinarium is a notable attraction, featuring live dolphin
performances that engage spectators of all ages. Just a short distance away, May 6th Park offers
a peaceful retreat featuring a small zoo, a lake where visitors can rent paddle boats, and a
children's play area. Located just outside the city, the Batumi Botanical Garden provides a
chance for families to discover an extensive collection of global plant species while taking in
the stunning vistas of the Black Sea.
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Family-friendly activities are a common feature of seasonal events and festivals in Georgian
culture. The Tbilisoba festival, an annual celebration of the capital city, includes parades, live
music performances, and traditional food vendors. Households can participate in outdoor
activities such as games, craft sessions, and shows that offer a glimpse into Georgian customs.
Events like Batumoba in Batumi provide a blend of entertainment, food, and cultural
performances suitable for people of all ages.

Families who love the outdoors will discover numerous opportunities for exciting experiences
within Georgia's varied natural environments. The Caucasus Mountains, with their rugged
landscape, offer an ideal environment for hiking, horseback riding, and beginner-friendly
trekking excursions. Stepantsminda, known as Kazbegi, is a highly sought-after destination
where families can participate in leisurely hikes to the famous Gergeti Trinity Church or scenic
drives to the nearby Dariali Gorge. In the winter, Gudauri and Bakuriani are converted into
ski resorts, providing slopes that cater to a range of skill levels. Areas offering ski schools are
particularly suitable for families with children, as these establishments provide services
catering to young participants, enabling whole families to participate in snow sports.

Georgia's countryside offers numerous tranquil outdoor locations, including picturesque picnic
areas, wineries, and notable historical landmarks, suitable for families looking for leisurely
activities. The Kakheti region, famous for its wine-making heritage, invites families to discover
its vineyards and taste local products. Numerous wineries, including establishments like Shumi
or Kindzmarauli, feature family-oriented settings where parents can engage in wine tastings
simultaneously with their children participating in activities such as grape harvesting or
creative workshops.

Lakes and rivers in Georgia also serve as a backdrop for various water-based pursuits.
Weekends are often spent by families engaging in activities such as fishing, kayaking, or
leisurely boat trips. Visits to a site like Martvili Canyon, which boasts serene turquoise waters
and a lush environment, can provide a captivating experience for families seeking to leave
behind the chaos of urban living. The Borjomi-Kharagauli National Park also provides guided
eco-tours that integrate education and adventure, making it an excellent option for parents
seeking to have their kids develop an appreciation for the natural environment.

For fans of the arts and cultural events, Georgia's theatres and entertainment venues showcase
family-oriented productions, featuring puppet shows, kids' concerts, and annual performances
such as "The Nutcracker" ballet. In Tbilisi, the Georgian National Opera House regularly hosts
afternoon performances that are family-friendly whereas smaller venues like the Marjanishvili
Theater occasionally stage productions geared towards younger viewers.

From discovering the urban appeal of Tbilisi and Batumi to exploring the breathtaking
countryside, Georgia offers numerous opportunities for families to bond, acquire new
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knowledge, and have an exciting time. This blend of historical significance and contemporary
fun guarantees that each family member will discover something to appreciate.

Retirement

Georgia is becoming an increasingly attractive destination for retirees seeking affordability,
tranquility, and cultural enrichment. With its welcoming atmosphere, low living costs, and
diverse landscapes, the country offers a unique retirement experience that caters to both
relaxation and adventure. Whether retirees prefer the bustling social life of cities like Batumi
or the serenity of mountain resorts, Georgia has something to suit every lifestyle.

For those drawn to the coast, Both Kobuleti and Batumi, as well as Grigoleti, are ideal
retirement locations. Adjara region’s warm climate, vibrant social scene, and access to quality
healthcare make it a popular choice for retirees from Europe, the U.S., and neighboring
countries. Batumi’s waterfront promenade is perfect for leisurely strolls, while its numerous
cafes, restaurants, and cultural events ensure retirees remain socially active. The cost of living
in Batumi, Kobuleti or Grigoleti is notably affordable compared to Western coastal cities, with
luxury apartments near the beach available at competitive prices. Many retirees also appreciate
the city’s proximity to Turkey, which allows for easy cross-border travel and cultural
exchanges.

Inland, spa towns like Borjomi and Tskaltubo are gaining popularity among retirees for their
health-focused amenities. Borjomi, known for its mineral springs and lush forests, offers a
peaceful environment for those looking to prioritize wellness. Resorts in the area provide
therapeutic treatments, including hydrotherapy and mud baths, which are particularly
beneficial for individuals with arthritis or circulatory issues. Tskaltubo, another renowned spa
town, boasts a history of healing traditions dating back to the Soviet era. Its sanatoriums offer
treatments using the region’s naturally warm mineral waters, attracting retirees seeking
relaxation and rejuvenation.

For retirees who prefer a mountain retreat, destinations like Kazbegi and Bakuriani provide a
serene escape surrounded by breathtaking scenery. Kazbegi offers stunning views of the
Caucasus Mountains, along with opportunities for light hiking and cultural exploration.
Bakuriani, while primarily known as a ski resort, transforms into a tranquil getaway during
the summer months, with fresh mountain air and picturesque meadows. Both locations are
ideal for retirees seeking a slower pace of life and a deep connection with nature.

Caretaker services in Georgia are increasingly accessible for retirees who require assistance
with daily living. Private home care providers offer personalized support, including help with
household tasks, meal preparation, and medical appointments. For retirees with more
intensive needs, assisted living facilities in urban centers like Tbilisi and Batumi provide
round-the-clock care in a safe and comfortable environment. These services are significantly
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more affordable than in Western countries, with monthly costs ranging from $800 to $2,000,
depending on the level of care required.

Georgia’s strong community values also play a role in supporting retirees. In smaller towns and
rural areas, neighbors often form close-knit relationships, providing social interaction and
informal support networks. This sense of belonging is especially important for expats who may
be living far from their families.

For retirees interested in cultural and recreational activities, Georgia offers plenty of
opportunities to stay engaged. Many retirees take advantage of the country’s rich history by
visiting UNESCO World Heritage Sites such as Mtskheta and Gelati Monastery. Others
participate in cultural workshops, learning traditional crafts like pottery, winemaking, or
Georgian cooking. For those who prefer group activities, local expat clubs and organizations
often organize social events, excursions, and volunteering opportunities, helping retirees stay
connected and active within the community.

The affordability of living in Georgia is another significant draw for retirees. Monthly
expenses, including rent, groceries, and utilities, are often much lower than in Western
countries, allowing retirees to maintain a comfortable lifestyle on a modest pension.
Healthcare costs are also manageable, with private insurance plans covering comprehensive
services for a fraction of the price charged elsewhere. Retirees who choose to invest in property
benefit from the country’s relatively low real estate prices, with options ranging from cozy
apartments in city centers to spacious homes in rural areas.

In conclusion, Georgia provides retirees with a unique blend of affordability, community, and
natural beauty. Whether enjoying the therapeutic waters of Borjomi, the vibrant culture of
Batumi, or the peace of the Caucasus Mountains, retirees will find that Georgia offers a
fulfilling and enriching environment to enjoy their golden years.

IX Visa and Residency

Georgia offers highly favorable conditions for visitors, foreign residents, and business
investors, largely due to its relatively open visa policies and various residency opportunities.
The country provides visa-free travel to citizens of more than 90 countries and offers a variety
of residency permits designed to meet different requirements, facilitating easy entry and the
ability to establish a lasting presence. Georgia's one-year visa-free policy may be appealing,
but many expats find that the benefits of obtaining residency, including financial security,
access to healthcare, and legal stability, make it a highly attractive objective.
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This chapter provides a comprehensive examination of Georgia's visa and residency programs,
encompassing everything from digital nomad initiatives to family-focused residency options.

Visa-Free Travel and Long-Term Stay

Georgia's notable advantage is its visa-free entry policy, permitting residents of over 90
countries, encompassing the United States, the European Union, Canada, and Australia, to
remain within the country for a maximum period of one year without needing a visa. Georgia's
policy is particularly attractive for a diverse range of individuals, including travelers, digital
nomads, and professionals looking for adaptable work arrangements. Upon arrival, visitors
receive a 365-day visa-free stay without needing any extra documentation or permission.

This visa-free policy is suitable for individuals who are looking for temporary stays or an initial
period of exploration before deciding on long-term residency. Travelers can quickly exit and
re-enter the country to restart the one-year period, commonly known as a "border run."
Although visa-free travel offers a convenient entry point to Georgia, it fails to offer the
advantages and consistency associated with residing there. Long-term residents without
residency status may encounter difficulties, including restricted access to local banking
services, limited healthcare choices, and an inability to establish strong legal or financial
connections in the country.
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Digital Nomad Visa

In response to the needs of remote workers and freelancers, Georgia has launched specialized
programs. The “Remotely from Georgia” initiative, established during the COVID-19
pandemic, was strategically developed to attract digital nomads and remote professionals.
Although the initial enthusiasm for the program has diminished as global restrictions have
relaxed, it represented the commencement of Georgia’s deliberate efforts to support the
expanding digital nomad demographic.

This initiative permitted individuals earning a minimum of $2,000 per month to reside and
work remotely in Georgia for a duration of up to one year, granting access to essential local
services such as banking and healthcare. While this program was distinct from conventional
residency permits, its framework underscored Georgia’s dedication to cultivating a conducive
environment for remote workers. Expats contemplating extended stays can transition from
such programs into formal residency alternatives, particularly those designed for freelancers
and entrepreneurs.

Types of Residency Permits

Georgia provides an array of residency permits tailored to various purposes and individual
circumstances. These permits ensure legal security, facilitate access to services, and create
opportunities for long-term integration into Georgian society.

Residency:

Residency is generally granted for employment, family reunification, or other temporary
requirements. It remains valid for a maximum of six years, with the possibility of renewal.

Permanent Residency:

Permanent residency is accessible to individuals who have maintained short-term residency
for six consecutive years or who fulfill specific investment or familial prerequisites. Permanent
residency offers enhanced stability, as it does not necessitate frequent renewals.

Investment-Based Residency:

This category of residency is awarded to individuals who make a substantial investment in
Georgia, typically through real estate or business endeavors.
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Special Residency Permits:

These permits are conferred upon individuals with a distinctive connection to Georgia, such
as those of Georgian descent or those who have made significant contributions to the nation’s
development. Each permit possesses unique eligibility criteria and benefits, making it
imperative for applicants to thoroughly assess which type aligns best with their long-term
aspirations.

X Settling In: Housing and Real Estate:

Should I Rent or Buy?

One of the primary considerations that newcomers must address is the decision to either rent
or purchase a property in Georgia. This decision is influenced by a range of factors, including
your financial circumstances, the anticipated duration of your stay, and individual preferences.

Renting is frequently favored by expats who intend to remain temporarily or desire the
flexibility to relocate. This option enables individuals to acclimate to the country and its
neighborhoods without the obligation of a long-term commitment. Additionally, renting is
particularly suited for digital nomads, students, or professionals who may need to transition
for work or personal reasons.

Conversely, acquiring property in Georgia presents an appealing opportunity for those
planning an extended stay or exploring investment prospects.

Vake District, Thilisi
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Given the comparatively affordable prices relative to numerous European cities, a stable real
estate market, and the potential for property appreciation, investing in a home in Georgia can
be both pragmatic and financially advantageous. Moreover, property ownership confers the
additional benefit of eligibility for residency permits, ensuring legal stability and access to local
services.

Prior to deciding to regard whether to rent or buy, it is essential to assess several factors:

Length of Stay: If your intention is to remain in Georgia for under two years, renting is
typically more practical. For extended stays, purchasing property may prove to be more
economically viable in the long term.

Budget: Renting necessitates a lower initial financial outlay, whereas buying entails
supplementary expenses such as property taxes, maintenance, and legal fees.

Purpose: Reflect on whether the property will serve as your primary residence, a vacation
home, or an investment. Distinct purposes may significantly impact your decision.

Location: Renting enables you to investigate different neighborhoods and cities prior to
committing to a specific area. If you are not well-acquainted with Georgia, opting to rent
initially can facilitate a more informed decision-making process.

Legal and Financial Stability: Ownership of property affords a sense of security and may result
in residency rights, which is a significant advantage for expats intending to establish
permanent residency.

Renting Property in Georgia

A cozy city apartment for $ 500, or less, or a 300m2 luxury villa with a huge pool for $ 2,000
per month? Yes, that is possible! Renting real estate in Georgia represents a convenient and
uncomplicated endeavor, rendering it an appealing choice for expats, digital nomads, and
professionals who prioritize flexibility. Whether you are considering a temporary stay or
seeking a residence prior to making a purchase decision, the rental sector in Georgia
accommodates a wide array of requirements and financial plans. Nevertheless, comprehending
the intricacies of the procedure, the regulatory environment, and the market itself is
imperative for facilitating a seamless experience.

The rental procedure in Georgia commences with the identification of your preferences
concerning location, budget, and type of property. Georgia presents a varied selection of real
estate, ranging from compact apartments to opulent residences, tailored to your specific needs.
Areas such as Thilisi and the Adjara region offer the most comprehensive rental choices,
featuring properties that span from contemporary high-rise apartments to picturesque
historical homes located within city centers. In smaller municipalities and rural locales,
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housing alternatives are generally more economical but less diverse, predominantly
comprising traditional Georgian residences or Soviet-era apartments.

An important part of renting real estate in Georgia is the lease agreement, typically established
for a minimum duration of one year. Shorter or longer leasing terms are negotiable,
particularly in Batumi and Tbilisi, where landlords are familiar with accommodating expats
and tourists. It is essential to secure a written lease agreement, as verbal agreements, although
sometimes accepted locally, do not afford the same level of legal protection. Lease contracts
are predominantly drafted in Georgian; thus, engaging a lawyer to scrutinize the document is
highly advisable. The lease should explicitly outline the rental amount, payment conditions,
lease duration, termination clauses, and any supplementary obligations, such as maintenance
or utility costs.

Security deposits constitute a customary element of the rental procedure and are generally
equivalent to one month’s rent. This deposit is refunded upon the conclusion of the lease term,
contingent upon the absence of damages or outstanding payments. Tenants are encouraged to
conduct a thorough inspection of the property prior to occupancy and to document any pre-
existing damage with photographs to prevent conflicts regarding the deposit upon vacating the

premises.

The rental landscape in Thilisi, the
capital city, presents options across
all financial strata. Upscale districts
such as Vake and Mtatsminda are
highly preferred by expats due to
their modern amenities, proximity to
international educational
institutions, and premium housing
alternatives. Rental prices in these
neighborhoods may vary from $700
to $1,800 per month, contingent
e e %% upon the property’s size and

condition. Saburtalo, another favored region, offers mid-range apartments that are
contemporary and well-connected to public transportation, with rental costs ranging from
approximately $500 to $1,200 per month. For individuals seeking historical allure, Old Tbilisi
boasts unique properties characterized by traditional Georgian architecture, although these
can vary significantly in price based on their renovation status, from $400 for a modest unit to
$1,500 for a fully modernized property.
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In Batumi, the coastal city on the Black Sea, rental prices are slightly lower than in Tbilisi.
Apartments with sea views or located near the city center typically cost $500 to $1,200 per
month, while smaller units further inland can range from $300 to $700. Batumi’s appeal as a
tourist destination means that many properties are available for short-term rental, making it a
flexible option for those unsure about long-term commitments.

Smaller towns such as Kutaisi and Telavi provide significantly more affordable rental options.
A modest apartment in these areas can cost as little as $150 to $500 per month. While these
towns lack the international amenities and infrastructure of larger cities, they are ideal for
those seeking a quieter, more traditional Georgian lifestyle.

Finding a rental property in Georgia can be done through various channels. Online platforms
offer extensive listings and are popular resources for expats, however they can be slightly
difficult to navigate since the quality of the search tools are varying, making it difficult to fint
relevant results. Furthermore, very old listings may still be published and landlords or real
estate agents may or may not speak English. These websites feature property descriptions,
photos, and contact information for landlords or agents.

For contractual reasons, as well as help with viewings and negotiations with landlords it is
worth considering contacting an expert for assistance, if one is unfamiliar with the Georgian
rental market and contract law. Social media groups and expat communities are another useful
resource to find accommodation, as members often share recommendations and listings, but
they may take some effort to navigate as a foreigner if you do not know the language.

Renting is often a more attractive option for expats and those new to the area. Purchasing
property typically involves higher initial outlays than renting, with only the first month's rent
and a security deposit required at the outset. Leasing offers individuals flexibility, enabling
them to investigate various neighborhoods or towns before making a long-term commitment.
Fully furnishing many rental properties eliminates the need to buy furniture and appliances,
thereby streamlining the relocation process.

Buying Property in Georgia

Acquiring property in Georgia is an effortless process for international buyers due to the
nation's open policies and regulations that favor investors. Foreign individuals are permitted
to own property without significant limitations, apart from agricultural land. This
accommodating stance has established Georgia as a favored destination for real estate
investment, presenting appealing options for expats, retirees, and investors who are looking
for affordability and potential gains.

The initial step in purchasing property is to determine the kind of home or investment you
wish to pursue. Georgia boasts a varied real estate market, with choices spanning from
contemporary apartments in cities to classic homes in the countryside.
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Thilisi and Batumi are the leading locations for property seekers. Tbilisi, the capital, is
preferred for its economic prospects and cultural richness, while Batumi’s coastal allure and
expanding tourism industry position it as an ideal spot for holiday homes or rental investments.
Smaller towns such as Kutaisi, Telavi, and Borjomi provide cost-effective options for those
desiring peace and a connection to nature.

After identifying a property, the subsequent step is to perform due diligence. It is crucial to
confirm the property’s legal status, which includes ownership, registration, and any possible
encumbrances or disputes. This verification can be accomplished through the National Agency
of Public Registry. Engaging assistance in this matter is highly advisable, as they can guarantee
that the transaction adheres to Georgian law and safeguard you against fraudulent activities.

The purchase agreement serves as the foundation of the transaction. Once the terms are settled,
a preliminary agreement is executed, generally accompanied by a deposit that ranges from 5%
to 10% of the property's total price. This deposit is non-refundable if the buyer withdraws
from the agreement without legitimate justification. The final agreement is executed at the
Public Registry, where the transfer of ownership is officially documented. This procedure is
efficient, often requiring just one business day to finalize.

Property costs in Georgia fluctuate considerably depending on location and type. In Tbilisi,
modern apartments in upscale neighborhoods such as Vake and Mtatsminda can vary from
$1,200 to $2,500 per square meter, influenced by the property's age, size, and amenities. In
Batumi, properties situated near the coast or within newly developed high-rise buildings
generally range from $800 to $1,500 per square meter.

Smaller cities, including Kutaisi and Telavi, present much lower prices, often starting at $400
per square meter, making them attractive to budget-conscious buyers. By western and even
eastern standards you can have villas, luxury apartments or private mansions for half the price,

making Georgia one of the most attractive countries for comfort and luxury that you can
afford.

The financing process for property purchases in Georgia is uncomplicated. While many buyers
opt to pay in cash due to the relatively low real estate prices, mortgage loans are accessible
through Georgian banks. Non-residents can obtain mortgage financing, although they may
need to provide a larger down payment—generally between 30% and 50% of the property's
value. Mortgage interest rates typically range from 7% to 12%, depending on the bank and the
specifics of the loan terms.

Buying property in Georgia involves several extra expenses, consisting of a 1% registration
charge calculated on the property's worth and notary fees to authenticate the deal. Property
taxes are generally modest, with annual amounts ranging from 0.1% to 1% of a property's
appraised worth, influenced by the specific location and type of property in question.
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For long-term residents and investors, owning property in Georgia comes with many benefits.
Purchasing property worth $100,000 or more grants the buyer eligibility for a residence
permit, affording them legal stability and access to local amenities including healthcare and
banking services.

Investments in real estate in Georgia are seen as having significant potential for growth,
particularly in regions with high demand such as Tbilisi and Batumi. As tourism in the country
continues to rise in popularity, properties can earn significant rental income, particularly
during the peak travel seasons.

Purchasing property in Georgia is not only a practical decision for those planning to settle
long-term but also a sound financial investment in one of the region’s most dynamic and
accessible real estate markets.

XI Expat Community:

Europeans In Georgia:

For Europeans moving to Georgia, the process of cultural integration can be both thrilling and
demanding. The experience is largely influenced by the cultural similarities or disparities
between Georgia and the expat’s native country. Southern Europeans, for example, often find
Georgian culture to be relatable, particularly with its focus on hospitality, strong family ties,
and lively social interactions. Italians, Spaniards, and Greeks frequently remark on the notable
parallels regarding the significance of shared meals, traditional values, and the warmth of
personal connections.

On the other hand, Northern and Western Europeans, such as Germans, Danes, and Brits,
might initially face cultural differences that necessitate some adaptation. For example,
Georgians tend to have a far more relaxed attitude towards punctuality, and it may surprise
and frustrate some Northern Europeans to find that a meeting at 10.00 am does not necessarily
mean 10.00 am sharp. Georgia’s collectivist culture, which emphasizes community and family
relationships, can feel quite distinct from the more individual-oriented cultures of Northern
Europe. Nevertheless, this difference is usually viewed positively, as many expats come to
value the profound sense of belonging and relationship that Georgian culture promotes.

Although Georgian is the official language, many locals are proficient in English or Russian,
especially in urban settings. Expats who dedicate time to learning essential Georgian phrases
often find it easier to engage with residents and manage their daily activities. Language schools
in Thilisi and Batumi provide a range of courses from beginner to advanced levels, and
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applications like Duolingo offer a convenient starting point for newcomers. Georgian customs,
such as the supra (feast) and polyphonic singing, are also vital components of cultural
engagement. Taking part in these customs enables Europeans to forge stronger bonds with the
local populace.

Adjusting to the lifestyle rhythm in Georgia is an important aspect of cultural integration.
While cities like Thilisi exude a vibrant and contemporary atmosphere, the overall way of life
in Georgia tends to be more laid-back compared to numerous European capitals. This slower
pace, paired with the country’s stunning landscapes and rich historical backdrop, presents
Europeans with a distinctive chance to adopt a more harmonious and satisfying lifestyle.

Living and working in Georgia as a European expat presents a blend of prospects and hurdles.
Georgia’s open economy and pro-business climate draw professionals and entrepreneurs from
various parts of Europe. The country’s low tax rates, straightforward registration procedures,
and free trade agreements position it as an attractive choice for those looking to launch a
business or further their careers.

Job opportunities for Europeans are primarily found in key industries such as tourism,
education, IT, and hospitality. International organizations and NGOs also maintain a
significant presence in Georgia, offering job openings for expats with skills in development,
environmental sustainability, or humanitarian efforts. Furthermore, teaching English or other
European languages continues to be a favored option for expats, with international schools and
private language institutions providing quite decent salaries, at least by Georgian standards.

For those planning to work in Georgia, understanding the legal framework is essential.
Europeans can benefit from Georgia’s visa-free policy, which allows citizens of most European
countries to stay for up to one year without the need for a visa or work permit. However, those
seeking long-term employment must apply for a work residency permit, which requires an
employment contract and proof of income. Georgia’s labor laws are relatively flexible, but
expats should ensure that their contracts comply with local regulations, including provisions
for paid leave, health insurance, and severance.

Housing is another important consideration for Europeans living in Georgia. Expats typically
choose to rent apartments in popular neighborhoods like Vake, Vera, or Mtatsminda in Tbilisi
or near the coastline in Batumi. Rental prices are significantly lower than in most European
cities, making it possible to enjoy a high standard of living without excessive costs.

The European expat community in Georgia comprises a variety of nationalities, ranging from
French and German professionals to Italian entrepreneurs and British digital nomads. This
diversity is manifested in the array of organizations and social clubs that cater to the European
populace. Entities such as the EU Business Council and various European Chambers of
Commerce offer networking opportunities for European professionals, facilitating connections
with local enterprises and governmental representatives. Furthermore, social clubs and expat
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meetups, frequently organized through platforms such as Facebook or Meetup, enable
Europeans to forge connections, exchange resources, and partake in social gatherings that
cultivate a sense of community.

Language exchange programs are also favored among Europeans in Georgia, as they provide
an opportunity to practice Georgian, Russian, or English while engaging with locals and fellow
expats. Throughout the calendar year, various cultural events and celebrations across Europe,
including the French Bastille Day and the German Oktoberfest, serve to unite a multitude of
European nationals and facilitate the sharing of their rich heritage with the wider community.

The cost of living in Georgia constitutes a significant advantage for Europeans, presenting an
affordable lifestyle without compromising on quality. In comparison to major European
metropolises such as London, Paris, or Berlin, the living expenses in Georgia are markedly
lower, encompassing housing, utilities, dining, and entertainment.

For instance, rental costs in Thbilisi are generally approximately 60-70% lower than those in
principle European capitals, enabling Europeans to reside in spacious apartments located in
desirable neighborhoods while adhering to a moderate budget.

The affordability of groceries, dining, and healthcare further empowers European expats to
uphold a high standard of living with diminished financial strain. Many Europeans ascertain
that formulating a budget for life in Georgia is relatively uncomplicated, particularly after they
acclimate to local pricing structures and shopping practices.

Real-life budgeting illustrations indicate that European expats residing in Tbilisi with a
moderate financial plan can anticipate expenditures ranging from $1,800 to $2,400 monthly,
encompassing accommodation, utilities, groceries, dining, and recreational pursuits. Those
situated in Batumi or less populous municipalities may discover that they can sustain a similar
lifestyle at an even lower cost, as housing and everyday expenses are generally more
economical outside the capital city. By acclimating to Georgian pricing structures and
capitalizing on the nation’s economic viability, numerous Europeans realize they can conserve
a considerable fraction of their earnings or designate greater amounts towards travel, leisure,
and personal endeavors.

Europeans relocating to Georgia discover a country that strikes a balance between tradition
and modernity, providing a warm and welcoming environment for both business and leisure.
With its rich cultural heritage, low cost of living, and expanding opportunities, Georgia is an
ideal place for Europeans to integrate, thrive, and build fulfilling lives.

From navigating cultural differences to participating in vibrant expat communities, Georgia
continues to attract Europeans looking for adventure, stability, and a higher standard of living
for lower prices.
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Indians In Georgia:

The Indian diaspora in Georgia has experienced substantial growth in recent years, thereby
contributing a rich dimension of cultural diversity to the nation. Indian expats, scholars, and
entrepreneurs have discovered Georgia to be a welcoming locale replete with numerous
prospects, whether for academic pursuits, business endeavors, or a new mode of living. The
increasing visibility of Indians in Georgia is manifested in the plethora of cultural events and
social engagements that infuse a semblance of India into Tbilisi, Batumi, and various other
urban centers, thereby facilitating connections among newcomers and individuals from their
homeland. This dynamic community has introduced distinctive traditions and values into the
Georgian milieu, thereby enriching the local culture and establishing a supportive network for
Indian expats and their families.

There exist several pivotal factors that motivate Indian nationals to consider relocation to
Georgia, encompassing educational prospects, favorable business conditions, and the nation’s
hospitable lifestyle. Georgia’s academic institutions have garnered heightened popularity
among Indian students seeking degrees in fields such as medicine, engineering, business, and
tourism, proffering globally recognized qualifications at competitive prices. Furthermore, the
modest cost of living coupled with uncomplicated visa regulations renders Georgia an
accessible destination for students.

For entrepreneurial individuals, Georgia’s simple regulatory framework and low taxation have
fostered a propitious business atmosphere wherein the establishment and management of
enterprises is comparatively straightforward. This, in conjunction with the affordability of real
estate and utility services, enables Indian business proprietors to flourish and expand their
enterprises across sectors such as hospitality, retail, and technology. For those in pursuit of a
balanced and serene lifestyle, the harmonious blend of tradition, modernity, and natural
beauty in Georgia offers a wholesome environment appealing to families, students, and
working professionals alike.

Indian culture is commemorated in Georgia through a variety of festivals and events that unite
the community, thereby preserving the essence of home even while situated far from India.
Diwali, known as the Festival of Lights, stands as one of the most significant observances,
wherein Indian families, students, and acquaintances convene for celebratory meals,
illumination, and cultural performances. Holi, the vibrant festival heralding the onset of
spring, is similarly celebrated in Georgia, with gatherings that invite participation in the
exuberant, color-laden festivities. These occasions, alongside smaller cultural assemblies and
traditional ceremonies, assist Indian expats in maintaining their connection to their heritage
while introducing facets of Indian culture to the broader Georgian society.

In Thilisi and Batumi, esteemed locales for Indian expats provide a profound sense of
community along with access to amenities specifically designed to accommodate their
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preferences. In Tbilisi, districts such as Saburtalo, Dighomi, and Avlabari have garnered
popularity among Indian inhabitants, presenting a diverse array of affordable housing options,
proximity to academic institutions, and convenient access to public transportation. Moreover,
these neighborhoods house a selection of restaurants, grocery outlets, and cafes that specialize
in Indian cuisine, thereby facilitating residents' endeavors to procure familiar flavors and
ingredients. In Adjara, Specifically Batumi, Indian expats frequently establish their residence
in central areas, where the availability of markets, temples, and the city's coastal attractions
contribute to an enjoyable lifestyle.

Religious and cultural institutions, including temples and community organizations, function
as focal points for Indian expats, nurturing a sense of belonging and spiritual affiliation.
Testimonials from Indian scholars and entrepreneurs commonly underscore the amicability of
Georgians, the simplicity of living conditions, and the prospects for professional and personal
advancement in Georgia.

For Indian expats, Georgia offers significant business and educational prospects. Indian
enterprises have achieved considerable success across a multitude of sectors, encompassing
hospitality, retail, and information technology. Establishments such as restaurants, cafes, and
grocery stores that specialize in Indian culinary offerings and products have prospered in both
Thilisi and Batumi, reflecting the increasing demand for familiar gastronomic options.
Furthermore, with the burgeoning tourism sector in Georgia, numerous Indian entrepreneurs
have initiated travel agencies, hotels, and tour services tailored to the requirements of Indian
tourists. Educational opportunities have also emerged as a prominent incentive for Indians to
migrate to Georgia, as Georgian universities attract a consistent influx of Indian students.
Medicine is among the most sought-after disciplines, with institutions like Tbilisi State
Medical University providing high-caliber programs at a fraction of the costs associated with
other nations. Programs in engineering, business, and hospitality are also favored by Indian
students, equipping them with the requisite skills for prosperous careers, whether in Georgia
or abroad. Georgia's Simple visa regulations are advantageous to Indian professionals and
students, facilitating their residence in the country while offering a transparent pathway to
work or study visas, residency, and even citizenship.

Locating Indian culinary offerings and cultural experiences in Georgia is relatively
straightforward, as the Indian community has successfully established a variety of restaurants,
grocery stores, and community events that introduce Indian flavors and traditions to Georgian
territory. In Thilisi, renowned Indian establishments such as Taj Mahal, Maharajah, and Spice
Garden serve authentic dishes, ranging from biryanis to curries, which satisfy the cravings of
the Indian palate. These venues are favored not only by Indian expats but also by local
inhabitants and international visitors who appreciate the richness of Indian cuisine. Grocery
stores that supply Indian spices, grains, and other essential ingredients can be found in Tbilisi
and Batumi, enabling residents to recreate traditional dishes in their homes. This access to

pg. 52


https://georgiabusinessandresidentiallaw.ge/

7/ g

S R GEORGIA 2025 EXPAT GUIDE

Indian food products is of paramount importance for numerous expats, as it assists them in
replicating the flavors of their homeland and sharing Indian culinary traditions with friends
and neighbors.

Community events, inclusive of Bollywood film screenings, cricket tournaments, and cultural
gatherings, are prevalent and afford Indian expats the opportunity to engage socially and honor
their heritage. Bollywood film exhibitions are especially favored, attracting audiences who
appreciate viewing contemporary Indian cinema collectively. Cricket, regarded as India’s
cherished sport, is actively played in Tbilisi and other locales, featuring organized matches and
leagues that unite Indian expats for amicable competition and fellowship.

Cultural gatherings are frequently convened, notably during significant Indian festivals, where
individuals assemble to commemorate, dance, and partake in traditional cuisine. Digital
communities, such as Facebook groups and WhatsApp discussions, also assume a crucial role
in connecting Indian expats, functioning as platforms for the exchange of information, event
organization, and the provision of assistance to newcomers.

In summary, Georgia presents Indian expats with an inviting atmosphere in which they can
pursue educational and professional aspirations while sustaining a robust connection to their
cultural heritage. The supportive community, reasonable cost of living, and plentiful
opportunities for personal and professional advancement render Georgia an increasingly
favored destination for Indians in search of a new life abroad. By adopting local customs whilst
preserving their own traditions, the Indian community in Georgia continues to flourish,
enriching the multicultural tapestry of Georgian society and fostering connections between
the two nations.

Russians In Georgia:

The historical and cultural connections between Georgia and Russia are rich and multifaceted,
shaped by centuries of shared experiences and mutual influences. These connections are
reflected in cultural customs, linguistic commonalities, and historical exchanges of ideas,
fostering a sense of familiarity for many Russians. Georgia’s welcoming atmosphere and
vibrant cultural scene make it an attractive destination for resettlement, particularly among
Russian expats. In recent years, the growing Russian community in Georgia has highlighted
the evolving relationship between the two nations, driven by opportunities for personal and
professional growth.

Georgia and Russia share a deep historical foundation of interactions dating back to early
Christian times. Over centuries, trade, religious exchanges, and cultural interactions have
created enduring bonds. During the Tsarist period, Georgia became part of the Russian Empire,
which introduced new systems of governance and education while fostering exchanges in art,
literature, and culture. In the Soviet era, the Russian language became widely spoken in
Georgia, further enhancing communication and cooperation between the two societies.
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Even after the Soviet Union's dissolution, the cultural and linguistic ties between the two
nations remain strong. The Russian language continues to be widely understood in Georgia,
particularly among older generations and in business contexts, making it easier for Russian-
speaking expats to integrate. Warm interpersonal relationships and familial ties between
Georgians and Russians often contribute to the sense of community and shared understanding.

Urban centers like Tbilisi and Batumi are home to a dynamic and engaged Russian expat
community. Many have found Georgia to be an ideal place to pursue entrepreneurial ventures
or creative projects. Affordable living costs, a welcoming social environment, and
opportunities for growth have made Georgia particularly appealing to younger Russian
professionals, creatives, and remote workers.

One of the key factors drawing Russians to Georgia is its supportive environment for businesses
and entrepreneurs. The straightforward processes for setting up companies, combined with
attractive tax incentives, make Georgia a favorable location for a wide range of industries,
including technology, tourism, and retail. Additionally, the cost-effective lifestyle allows
expats to enjoy a high quality of life while pursuing their goals in a stable and friendly
environment.

Turks in Georgia:

The Turkish community in Georgia has become an integral component of the nation's dynamic
cultural and economic framework. With a rich history of interaction, contemporary
relationships between Georgia and Turkey continue to thrive, enhanced by their geographic
closeness, economic partnerships, and mutual cultural values. For Turkish citizens, Georgia
presents a welcoming and accessible atmosphere where they can pursue career opportunities,
launch businesses, or settle down with their families. The seamless integration, enhanced by
shared traditions and social practices, has further strengthened Georgia's image as an appealing
destination for Turkish expats.

Turkey and Georgia have a distinctive relationship formed through centuries of interactions
as neighboring countries. Current connections are fortified by substantial trade alliances and
the movement of individuals between the two nations. Georgia’s liberal visa regulations,
which permit Turkish citizens to travel without restrictions, have fostered a lively Turkish
presence within the country. This freedom to move, alongside Georgia’s strategic position at
the intersection of Europe and Asia, has transformed it into a hub for Turkish professionals,
entrepreneurs, and families in search of new prospects.

One of the most attractive features of moving to Georgia for Turkish expats is the
straightforward access between the two nations. The shared border enables regular travel,
allowing Turkish citizens to sustain strong ties with their homeland while experiencing life in
a different country. This closeness also guarantees a smooth transition for those relocating, as
the physical distance to loved ones remains minimal.
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Cultural familiarity is essential in the easy integration of Turks into Georgian society. Both
cultures prioritize hospitality, family, and community connections, making Georgia feel like a
second home to numerous Turkish nationals. Turkish expats frequently highlight the parallels
in cuisine, customs, and social values, which ease their adjustment to life in Georgia. The
prevalent use of Turkish in certain border areas and the presence of Russian as a common
language further diminish communication obstacles for newcomers.

Georgia’s expanding economy has emerged as another key attraction for Turkish nationals.
The country’s open market policies, low taxation, and minimal bureaucratic barriers create a
conducive environment for entrepreneurs to flourish. Turkish investments are especially
notable in industries such as construction, hospitality, and trade, with Batumi and Tbilisi rising
as significant centers for Turkish enterprises. Georgia’s geographic location also presents
opportunities for cross-border commerce and international trade, making it a prime
destination for Turkish professionals and businesses.

Located on the Black Sea coast, Batumi is a highly sought-after destination for Turkish expats.
Batumi is renowned for its thriving tourism industry and seaside way of life, providing
numerous opportunities for professionals in hospitality, real estate, and retail. The city's
proximity to Turkey and its laid-back environment combine to make it particularly attractive
to expats looking for a balance between work and free time. Tbilisi, the busy capital, is also a
major draw for Turkish citizens. Tbilisi's diverse economy, rich cultural scene, and
international atmosphere make it a draw for professionals working in a range of fields, such as
technology, education, and building development. Numerous Turkish citizens opt for Tbilisi
due to its promising career prospects and the substantial Turkish community residing there,
which offers a feeling of belonging. Border areas such as Sarpi and Akhaltsikhe are also
preferred by Turkish expats involved in trade and logistics, due to their advantageous location
for cross-border operations.

For Turkish expats, adapting to life in Georgia typically involves minimal disruption, owing to
the cultural and social similarities between the two countries. Strong family ties and close
interpersonal connections are highly valued in both cultures, fostering a supportive
atmosphere for people who are new to the community. Adjusting to Georgia's more relaxed
lifestyle and casual business norms may necessitate a certain amount of patience for individuals
accustomed to more formalized systems. Turkish citizens typically report a positive experience
in Georgia, highlighting the local population's welcoming nature and the potential for both
professional and personal development.

Community support is crucial for Turkish expats in their efforts to become a part of Georgian
culture. Businesses, cultural organizations, and social groups owned by Turks offer resources
and networks of support that facilitate the transition for newcomers. Having Turkish
restaurants, shops, and places of worship in major cities provides familiar environments for
expats to preserve their cultural heritage while adapting to life in a foreign country.
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The appeal of Georgia's lifestyle extends to many areas that attract Turkish expats. Business
owners find the business environment favorable for achieving success, especially in the
construction, trade, and hospitality industries. Parents value the low cost of living, access to
international education options, and the range of child-oriented activities available in cities
such as Thilisi and Batumi. Individuals working remotely or operating businesses related to
Turkey can efficiently manage their professional responsibilities while taking advantage of
Georgia's lower living costs and culturally diverse setting.

For Turkish citizens, Georgia offers a distinct blend of opportunity, accessibility, and cultural
ties. The expanding Turkish community in Georgia is having a positive impact, improving the
nation's social and economic infrastructure by creating a dynamic interdependence that
benefits both countries. Georgia maintains its appeal as a desirable location for Turks aiming
to establish a new life, advance their careers, or relocate to a new community.

Ukrainians In Georgia:

Georgia’s welcoming and conducive business environment is another pivotal element
propelling Ukrainian migration. The nation’s progressive economic policies, minimal taxation,
and trim bureaucratic procedures establish it as an optimal destination for Ukrainians. A
considerable number have achieved success by establishing enterprises in sectors such as
hospitality, information technology, tourism, and commerce. Additionally, Georgia’s
burgeoning economy and foreign investments have generated employment prospects across
diverse industries, offering positions within both the public and private sectors. The
accessibility of reasonably priced office spaces, coworking venues, and an extensive pool of
skilled labor has fostered a dynamic startup ecosystem.

Cultural and linguistic affinities between Georgia and Ukraine have facilitated a smoother
transition for numerous Ukrainian expats. Both nations uphold a profound Orthodox Christian
faith, which underpins many social and cultural customs. This religious affiliation cultivates a
sense of familiarity and shared principles, assisting Ukrainians in feeling more at home in
Georgia. Furthermore, although Georgian is the official language, Russian remains widely
utilized, particularly in business and everyday communication. This linguistic commonality
enables many Ukrainians to converse effortlessly and assimilate into Georgian society without
encountering substantial language obstacles.

Thilisi, the capital of Georgia, has emerged as a central hub for Ukrainian expats owing to its
dynamic job market, diverse cultural offerings, and robust presence of Ukrainian community
organizations. The city’s economic prospects encompass sectors such as tourism, technology,
education, and healthcare, rendering it an ideal locale for professionals. Ukrainian community
organizations, including local churches, cultural centers, and social groups, have established a
support network that assists newcomers in their settlement process. Moreover, Tbilisi boasts a
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rich cultural landscape featuring theaters, galleries, and festivals, where Ukrainians can engage
with both locals and fellow expats while sharing their own cultural heritage.

Batumi, situated along the Black Sea coastline, provides a more tranquil environment
compared to Tbilisi, while concurrently offering abundant opportunities for Ukrainian expats.
The city’s flourishing tourism and hospitality sectors have attracted numerous Ukrainians
engaged in hotel management, tourism agencies, and local enterprises. Batumi’s picturesque
coastline, expanding infrastructure, and international tourism allure establish it as a prime
location for individuals seeking employment within the tourism sector or aspiring to initiate
businesses catering to tourists. Expats also value Batumi’s comparatively affordable cost of
living, which enables them to sustain a high standard of living while pursuing their
professional aspirations.

For Ukrainians desiring a more tranquil lifestyle and economically viable living conditions,
Kutaisi and the rural regions of Georgia provide an exemplary equilibrium. Kutaisi, recognized
as Georgia’s second-largest city, is undergoing rapid development and offers substantial
opportunities in agriculture, small enterprises, and various services. Its relatively lower cost of
living renders it an appealing choice for families and retirees, whilst still affording access to
urban amenities. The rural locales, in particular, present opportunities for individuals
interested in agriculture, eco-tourism, and community-oriented ventures. The leisurely pace
of life, combined with the increasing demand for services in these regions, offers promising
prospects for Ukrainian entrepreneurs in search of new avenues.

Ukrainians residing in Georgia have established robust communities through various local
organizations, churches, and social groups. These networks furnish essential support for
newcomers, assisting them in navigating bureaucratic procedures, securing housing, and
connecting with fellow Ukrainians. Ukrainian social clubs and online platforms frequently
organize events, including cultural evenings, celebrations during Ukrainian holidays, and
professional networking gatherings, thereby nurturing a sense of community and belonging.
These resources are particularly invaluable for Ukrainians who may experience feelings of
isolation or disconnection from their homeland.

Ukraine's skilled workforce has discovered numerous opportunities in Georgia, primarily in
fields such as education, IT, and customer service. English-speaking professionals in areas such
as teaching, translation, and technology are in high demand, resulting in job opportunities for
Ukrainians in Georgia. The country's rapid digital transformation and expanding economy
have created even more opportunities for highly skilled professionals in fields that include
marketing and finance, as well as web development and project management.

Georgia has emerged as the perfect location for remote workers due to its affordable cost of
living and widespread availability of high-speed internet. Individuals from Ukraine employed
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by international organizations or working as freelancers have found Georgia's infrastructure
suitable for their professional requirements.

Americans In Georgia:

The United States and Georgia may be separated by continents, but the growing American
expat community proves that this vibrant country has a unique draw for those seeking a new
chapter abroad. From bustling urban hubs to serene countryside escapes, Americans have
found Georgia to be a destination that offers opportunity, culture, and adventure. With its low
cost of living, emerging job market, and a lifestyle that encourages both exploration and
connection, Georgia continues to attract a diverse group of American expats, including
professionals, families, retirees, and remote workers.

One of the primary motivations for Americans selecting Georgia as their residence is the
financial autonomy it affords. With living expenses considerably lower than in the majority of
U.S. metropolitan areas, numerous individuals discover that they may extend their financial
resources without sacrificing their quality of life. Housing, transportation, and dining options
are remarkably economical, enabling both individuals and families to partake in contemporary
conveniences without experiencing fiscal distress. For retirees and professionals alike, Georgia
presents a significant opportunity to reside comfortably, augment their savings, or reinvest in
personal ambitions.

The sense of adventure and discovery that Georgia offers constitutes another prominent allure.
Its varied geography—spanning from the majestic heights of the Caucasus to the verdant
vineyards of Kakheti—presents limitless avenues for exploration. Whether traversing secluded
trails, indulging in natural hot springs, or relishing the harvest at a family-operated vineyard,
Georgia’s natural marvels enchant those who aspire to a dynamic and fulfilling lifestyle.

Furthermore, the emergence of flexible employment opportunities has resulted in a surge of
digital professionals relocating to Georgia. The supportive policies for remote workers, coupled
with an expanding array of coworking spaces and economical connectivity, render it an
attractive base for individuals capable of working from any location. A considerable number
of Americans perceive Georgia’s cultural richness and access to outdoor activities as the ideal
remedy for the pressures associated with remote work life.

Thilisi functions as the epicenter of American life within Georgia. This capital city provides a
vibrant amalgamation of historical allure and contemporary infrastructure, rendering it a
preferred destination for those who appreciate a cosmopolitan environment. Neighborhoods
such as Vake, Vera, and Saburtalo are particularly desirable, showcasing a blend of cafes,
galleries, and green spaces. These locales cater to both individuals and families, offering a
harmonious combination of comfort and engagement.
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For individuals yearning for a different tempo, Gudauri, situated high in the Caucasus
mountains, presents an alpine lifestyle focused on winter sports and serenity. Its ski resorts
draw both professionals and families eager to embrace seasonal adventures. Simultaneously,
Kakheti, the esteemed wine region of Georgia, attracts Americans interested in rural living or
venturing into agribusiness. Its relaxed atmosphere, alongside the richness of its vineyards and
landscapes, provides a compelling alternative to urban existence.

Cultural adaptation represents a significant aspect of the American experience in Georgia. One
of the most notable distinctions is the communal nature of Georgian society, wherein
hospitality and close relationships are paramount. While American culture frequently
emphasizes individualism, Georgians are characterized by their generosity and communal
orientation. For many Americans, this divergence fosters unexpected warmth and connection,
particularly through invitations to partake in family meals or community gatherings.

Many Americans express astonishment at the country’s low taxes, beautiful scenery and
wonderful culture. Characterized by deeply entrenched traditions, which include reverence
for elders, the ritual of elaborate toasts, and the emphasis placed on familial connections.
Expats frequently observe how these contrasts enhance their experience, providing them with
the opportunity to perceive the world through a novel perspective.

The social life of individuals from the United States residing in Georgia is characterized by
both vibrancy and diversity. From formal expat organizations to informal gatherings, there
exists an abundance of opportunities for social engagement. Activities that are particularly
favored encompass hiking clubs, culinary excursions, and collective journeys to cultural
festivals. Furthermore, Thilisi frequently hosts events that resonate with American interests,
including sports leagues, film screenings, and live music evenings. Numerous expats promptly
cultivate a network of acquaintances that encompasses both compatriots from the United
States and local residents, thus engendering a distinctive amalgamation of cultures and
viewpoints.

For those engaged in remote work, Georgia presents an exemplary foundation, attributed to
its economic cost framework and its advancing digital infrastructure. Americans employed by
companies based in the United States or freelancing online greatly value the minimal financial
burden, in addition to the presence of coworking spaces and robust internet connectivity.
Although the country’s time zone necessitates some adjustment, it simultaneously facilitates a
productive overlap with European and certain American business hours.

Entrepreneurs and proprietors of small enterprises perceive the simple processes and low tax
rates in Georgia as advantageous. Several Americans have successfully initiated ventures in the
realms of tourism, hospitality, and information technology, capitalizing on the nation’s
strategic location and burgeoning economy. Nevertheless, acclimating to local business
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practices can prove to be a formidable challenge, necessitating a comprehensive understanding
of Georgia’s regulatory landscape and the establishment of trust with domestic partners.

Accounts from American entrepreneurs underscore the significance of patience and flexibility
when traversing this novel environment. Individuals who engage with it through curiosity
and openness frequently uncover that Georgia harbors untapped potential and opportunities
for innovation.

XII  Society, Culture and Language:

Georgian culture is strongly based on family values and community traditions. Family is seen
as the foundation of life in Georgia, often including not just parents and children but also
grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins in a close-knit circle. Family gatherings happen often
and are filled with warmth, highlighting the significance of unity and shared responsibilities.

Honoring elders is an important part of social customs in Georgia. Older relatives typically
take on a guiding role in making decisions, and their opinions are highly respected. In the same
way, Georgian hospitality is famous and reflects the culture’s focus on generosity and
connection. Guests, whether they are friends or newcomers, receive the highest respect and
are frequently invited to enjoy a meal or a glass of wine.

Social customs in Georgia emphasize politeness, modesty, and maintaining harmony in
relationships. Showing off excessive wealth or arrogance is generally seen as inappropriate,
while humility and kindness are admired. Traditional values are still very much alive,
especially in rural areas, although cities like Tbilisi and Batumi are becoming more progressive.

Georgia’s cultural background is rich and diverse, mixing ancient customs with contemporary
practices. Knowing and following Georgian etiquette is essential for anyone who wants to
become part of the society.

One of the central traditions is the supra, a traditional feast led by a tamada (toastmaster). The
supra showcases the essence of Georgian hospitality and includes elaborate toasts, traditional
foods, and lively discussions. Joining a supra is an unforgettable experience, but guests should
be aware of local customs, like not interrupting the tamada's toasts and graciously accepting
wine or food.

Celebrations in Georgia highlight the country’s strong cultural and religious connections.
Orthodox Christian holidays, such as Easter and Christmas, are observed with both seriousness
and joy, featuring special church services, feasts, and family gatherings. Independence Day on
May 26th is a significant national holiday celebrated with parades and cultural activities.
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Regional festivals, such as Tbilisoba in the capital or Batumoba in Batumi, honor local culture
through music, dance, and delicious food. Daily etiquette involves greeting others with a
handshake or a warm verbal greeting, bringing small gifts when visiting someone’s home, and
dressing modestly when entering places of worship (head covering). While being on time is
appreciated, it is not strictly enforced, as Georgians prioritize relationships over strict
schedules. The elements of religion and spirituality also hold a pivotal position within
Georgian identity. The Georgian Orthodox Church represents one of the most ancient
Christian communities globally, and its ramifications pervade Georgian society. The churches
and monasteries dispersed across the nation serve not only as architectural wonders but also
as emblems of faith and resilience. For Georgians, the act of visiting these sacred locales
transcends mere religious observance; it embodies a reaffirmation of their cultural heritage.
Traditional religious festivities such as Easter and Alilo (a Christmas procession) are
extensively celebrated, intertwining age-old customs with a spirit of community. For
newcomers, engaging in these festivities provides an exceptional insight into the profound
nature of Georgian faith and its integral role in everyday life.

The Georgian language, or Kartuli, is a crucial aspect of the nation’s identity. It is one of the
oldest living languages in the world, featuring its own distinct script and a rich literary
heritage. Learning Georgian can significantly improve one’s experience in the country, as it
shows respect for the culture and helps build deeper connections with the locals.

Although Georgian is the official language, many people, especially in cities, speak multiple
languages. English and Russian are commonly spoken, particularly among younger generations
and in tourist areas like Tbilisi and Batumi. However, knowing a few basic Georgian phrases
is greatly valued and can assist in everyday interactions, particularly in rural areas where
English may be less common. Tbilisi and Batumi's language schools provide instruction in
courses that cater to learners of every skill level, from beginners to those requiring advanced
training, with a focus on developing both conversational abilities and reading proficiency. In
addition to private tutors, online resources like Duolingo and language apps specifically for
Georgian are also widely used for learning the Georgian language. Individuals relocating
abroad are advised to begin with everyday expressions and then expand their word bank over
time.

The Georgian script, with its distinctive character, may initially appear intimidating, yet
diligent practice enables learners to proficiently grasp its 33 letters. Having knowledge of the
alphabet is particularly beneficial for reading signs, menus, and public announcements.
Georgian cuisine, something that could have an entire separate book dedicated to it, represents
another vital component of the nation’s cultural identity that attracts anyone and everyone
that has ever gotten close to tasting or seeing true Georgian food. Gastronomy in Georgia
embodies community, celebration, and the act of sharing. Culinary offerings vary considerably
across regions, with the eastern Kakheti region renowned for its wines and the western
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Samegrelo celebrated for its spices and elarji (a substantial cornmeal dish enriched with
cheese). The incorporation of fresh ingredients, ranging from nuts and pomegranates to herbs
such as coriander and parsley, engenders rich and complex flavors that highlight the natural
abundance of the land. Wine, an integral aspect of Georgian dining, has been produced in
Georgia for over 8,000 years, and the traditional methodology of fermenting wine in clay
vessels, known as qvevri, continues to be widely practiced in contemporary times. Wine
tasting excursions, particularly in the Kakheti region, afford visitors the opportunity to
experience firsthand the distinctive techniques and flavors characteristic of Georgian
winemaking.

Georgian Cuisine.
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XIII  Legislation and bureaucracy

Georgia functions within a civil law framework, shaped by the continental European legal
tradition. The Constitution of Georgia, enacted in 1995, stands as the nation’s paramount legal
authority, ensuring fundamental rights and liberties for all inhabitants, including expats. The
judiciary comprises district courts, appellate courts, and the Supreme Court, alongside
specialized administrative courts that adjudicate disputes between individuals and the state. In
recent years, reforms focused on enhancing judicial independence and operational efficiency
have bolstered transparency and accountability.

The nation's legal framework is established to foster economic transparency and social
inclusivity. For expats, this translates into simplified procedures for business registration, tax
adherence, and residency applications. Statutes governing contracts, property ownership, and
corporate operations are relatively uncomplicated, thereby diminishing bureaucratic
impediments and offering a clear pathway for foreign individuals and entities to engage in
Georgia's economic landscape.

While the legal and bureaucratic frameworks in Georgia exhibit a commendable level of
efficiency in comparison to numerous countries within the region, expats ought to be well-
prepared for sporadic challenges, particularly in relation to linguistic barriers or unfamiliar
documentation prerequisites. Many governmental services are centralized within the Public
Service Halls situated in major urban centers, wherein residents may avail themselves of a
diverse array of services, encompassing visa applications, business registrations, and property
transactions.

To facilitate seamless interactions with Georgian bureaucracy, expats are advised to collaborate
with experts who possess a thorough understanding of the local system. Georgia Business and
Residential Law is always here to simplify the process. Numerous procedures, such as tax filings
or contract registrations, are conducted in the Georgian language, thereby rendering
professional assistance indispensable. Furthermore, expats should capitalize on Georgia’s
digital platforms, which facilitate online tax declarations, company registrations, and other
administrative undertakings, thereby minimizing the necessity for in-person engagements.

The legal framework of Georgia is distinguished by its openness, efficiency, and a favorable
disposition towards expats. With its simplified residency procedures, business incentives, and
a transparent legal structure, the nation presents a nurturing environment for foreigners
aspiring to reside, work, or invest. Although recent modifications to legislation have further
augmented opportunities for expats, comprehending the intricacies of Georgia’s legal system
remains important for successfully navigating the country. By remaining informed and
soliciting professional counsel, when necessary, expats can fully leverage the opportunities
that Georgia extends while ensuring adherence to its legal stipulations.
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Must-Know Phrases

Having a basic understanding of Georgian phrases can help you navigate daily life and connect
with locals. Here are some essential phrases:

o Hello: Gamarjoba

o How are you? Rogor khar?

o Thank you: Madloba!

o Please: Gtkhovt

e Yes: Ki

e No: Ara

o Excuse me/Sorry: Bodishi

e Whereis...? Sad aris...?

o How much does it cost? Ra ghirs?

o Idon’t understand: Ver gavige.

Learning these phrases can go a long way in breaking the ice and showing respect for Georgian
culture. Georgia’s society, culture, and language offer a rich tapestry for expats to explore.
Understanding the country’s social dynamics, traditions, and linguistic landscape not only
helps newcomers integrate but also deepens their appreciation for this unique nation.

XIV Entertainment, Sports and Leisure:

Georgia's array of offerings in the realms of entertainment, athletics, and leisure is as
multifaceted and dynamic as its varied topography. Ranging from captivating cultural festivals
and exhilarating outdoor pursuits to flourishing arts and music milieu, the nation presents
innumerable opportunities for relaxation, exploration, and deep engagement with its
distinctive ambiance. Whether one is enticed by the vibrant energy of urban life or the serene
allure of its pastoral landscapes, Georgia extends an invitation to savor life at every turn.
Throughout the year, Georgia hosts a variety of local and international events, be it musical,
cultural etc. celebrating both its rich history and modern spirit. Tbilisi Open Air, which occurs
on an annual basis, has emerged as a significant focal point for enthusiasts of music, drawing
both international performers and local artists.
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This festival, situated within the picturesque natural landscape of Georgia, combines live
musical performances with a relaxed ambiance, rendering it an ideal environment for
individuals seeking to engage with both the local populace and expat communities. Another
notable occasion is the New Wine Festival, which emphasizes Georgia’s lasting heritage of
viticulture.

The famous Georgian wine

Held in the month of May, this festival offers an occasion to sample wines from diverse regions
of the country, gain insight into traditional winemaking practices, and delight in a festive
atmosphere enriched with music and local culinary specialties. Gatherings of this sort
transcend basic observance; they represent critical opportunities for newcomers to enrich their
awareness of Georgia’s cultural and historical identity.

Wine tourism has emerged as a growing attraction for travelers to Georgia, particularly in the
aftermath of the pandemic, as individuals are inclined towards immersive and genuine
experiences. The Kakheti region, recognized as the birthplace of wine, is indispensable for
individuals with an interest in viticulture. Here, visitors have the opportunity to explore
ancient cellars, engage in grape harvests, and savor the distinctive profiles of traditional qvevri
wine—an ancient winemaking method that entails fermenting wine in clay vessels which are
interred underground. Georgia’s wine culture is intricately woven into its identity, and
exploring the vineyards immerses one in the very essence of the nation. Smaller wine regions
such as Racha and Imereti provide unique local varieties, thereby enhancing the overall wine-
tasting experience.

The artistic and musical landscape in Georgia is in a constant state of evolution, with new
advancements and establishments arising, notably in Tbilisi. The city has emerged as a hub for
artistic expression, drawing artists, musicians, and performers from various parts of the globe.
From underground electronic music clubs that have gained international fame, to classical
music performances at the Tbilisi Concert Hall, there is a variety of entertainment options to
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cater to a diverse range of preferences. The recent revival of cultural spaces has brought new
energy to the arts. Galleries, live performance spaces, and independent theaters are now
offering a platform for both established and emerging talent. The local art scene is highly
esteemed for its capacity to seamlessly integrate tradition with modern themes, thereby
cultivating a dynamic and diverse ambiance.

Outside of Thilisi, cities such as Batumi and Kutaisi are also establishing their own presence
within Georgia's cultural scene. Batumi, a city that combines modern architecture with
historical charm, is the host to a multitude of music festivals and art installations that make
use of its coastal setting. Kutaisi, notwithstanding its peaceful ambiance, has evolved into a
point of entry to the cultural vibrancy of western Georgia, emphasizing the conservation of
indigenous customs by means of performances and communal gatherings. The arts and music
scene in these cities, albeit smaller, provide a more intimate setting for engaging with Georgian
culture, removed from the hustle and bustle of the capital.

Leisure time in Georgia is not solely centered on events and activities; it also encompasses the
appreciation of the country's tranquil and hospitable ambiance. Whether spending an
afternoon in a cozy café in Thbilisi’s Old Town, exploring street art in hidden alleys, or taking
a quiet walk along Batumi’s boulevard, Georgia’s laid-back vibe invites you to slow down and
savor the moment. Parks such as Mtatsminda in Tbilisi or the Botanical Garden in Batumi offer
verdant recreational areas where visitors can partake in activities such as having a picnic,
admiring panoramic vistas, or simply inhaling the crisp, fresh air. Even a brief walk through
the various markets in Georgia can offer a gratifying experience. You will have the opportunity
to explore local crafts, fresh produce, and immerse yourself in the daily pace of life.
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Chronicles of Georgia.

Georgia’s approach to entertainment, sports, and leisure is as varied as its residents, providing
a harmonious blend of cultural richness and outdoor adventure. For individuals in search of a
harmonious blend of work and recreational pursuits, or for families in pursuit of novel
experiences, the landscape of Georgia offers an array of unlimited opportunities. Whether you
are attracted to the mountains, the sea, the bustling cultural scene of the city, or the tranquility
of rural life, Georgia's diverse attributes guarantee that residing here offers a multifaceted and
promising environment.

Traveling in and around Georgia

Georgia constitutes an ideal destination for travelers, presenting a plethora of experiences that
range from historical inquiries to exhilarating escapades. The nation’s relatively modest
dimensions, combined with its geographical heterogeneity, facilitate the exploration of
mountains, coastal areas, ancient urban centers, and expansive viticultural regions all within a
singular journey. Furthermore, Georgia functions as an accessible conduit to adjacent nations,
providing expats and tourists with an opportunity to engage with the wider Caucasus area and
beyond. Regardless of one’s inclination towards leisurely exploration, regional discovery, or
outdoor pursuits, Georgia presents myriad possibilities that cater to diverse interests.

Domestic travel within Georgia transcends mere transportation from one locale to another; it
embodies the discovery of the essence of a nation rich in historical significance, natural
splendor, and unmatched hospitality. From the lively thoroughfares of Tbilisi to the
formidable elevations of the Caucasus Mountains, Georgia proffers a multitude of destinations
that render each journey indelible.
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Thilisi functions as the principal nexus for domestic travel, featuring well-integrated routes to
all significant regions within the country. The city’s primary modes of transport encompass
marshrutkas (shared minibuses), intercity buses, trains, and private vehicles. For those
travelers seeking autonomy, car rentals are both economical and readily accessible, thereby
enabling picturesque road trips through Georgia’s varied terrains. Public transportation,
exemplified by the efficient rail service provided by Georgian Railways, represents a
convenient and cost-effective alternative for traversing greater distances, particularly between
Thilisi and Batumi or Tbilisi and Kutaisi. Fares for modern train services range from as little as
$10 to $25, contingent upon class, thus rendering rail travel both economical and comfortable.

A notable aspect of domestic travel lies in the remarkable diversity of experiences that Georgia
affords. The Kakheti region, situated in the east, is an essential destination for oenophiles.
Renowned as the birthplace of wine, Kakheti hosts ancient vineyards and time-honored
winemaking traditions that trace back 8,000 years. Townships such as Telavi and Sighnaghi
provide scenic vistas, wine tastings, and inviting guesthouses where travelers may fully engage
with Georgian hospitality.

In western Georgia, the coastal city of Batumi merges seaside leisure with an energetic
nightlife and contemporary attractions. Dubbed the "Pearl of the Black Sea," Batumi features
a blend of modern architecture, botanical gardens, and sandy beaches, rendering it an optimal
locale for families and solitary travelers alike. Visitors can partake in extended strolls along the
city's renowned boulevard, savor fresh seafood at local eateries, and unwind by the shoreline—
all within a financially accommodating context.

Northern Georgia highlights some of the most awe-inspiring mountainous landscapes globally.
Areas such as Kazbegi (Stepantsminda) and Svaneti are celebrated for their majestic peaks,
unspoiled trails, and isolated villages that uphold ancient customs. The iconic Gergeti Trinity
Church in Kazbegi, situated high above the town against the stunning backdrop of Mount
Kazbek, is among the most photographed locations in the nation.

In Svaneti, villages like Mestia and Ushguli offer access to demanding trekking paths and
cultural experiences, including the region’s renowned medieval watchtowers and UNESCO
World Heritage Sites. Even the lesser-known regions of Georgia present a wealth of
opportunities for exploration. The mineral springs and forests located in Borjomi serve as an
ideal retreat for individuals in pursuit of wellness and tranquility, whereas the cave
monasteries of David Gareja and Vardzia offer profound insights into Georgia’s spiritual and
architectural legacy. Regardless of whether one’s purpose is leisure or exploration, domestic
travel within Georgia assures the discovery of novel experiences at each destination.

Georgia’s geographical positioning at the convergence of Europe and Asia renders it an
exemplary launching point for the exploration of neighboring nations, such as Armenia,
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Azerbaijan, and Turkey. These countries are readily accessible via both land and air, facilitating
the ease with which travelers may extend their excursions beyond the confines of Georgia.

Rabati, Georgia.

To the south, Armenia presents a rich mosaic of historical and cultural significance. The transit
from Thbilisi to Yerevan, the capital of Armenia, requires 5-6 hours via train or marshrutka,
traversing picturesque landscapes throughout the journey. Armenia is renowned for its ancient
monasteries, including Geghard and Noravank, which are situated in striking mountainous
locales. Yerevan itself is a dynamic metropolis characterized by a vibrant café culture,
expansive public squares, and notable historical landmarks, such as the esteemed Cascade
Complex and the Matenadaran manuscript repository. The intertwined history of Georgia and
Armenia imbues this border-crossing experience with both familiarity and distinctiveness.

To the east, Azerbaijan offers a compelling juxtaposition through its fusion of modernity and
tradition. The train voyage from Thbilisi to Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan, spans approximately
12 hours, providing a comfortable overnight experience. Baku’s UNESCO World Heritage-
listed Old City, set against the backdrop of the avant-garde Flame Towers, invites an intriguing
examination of the nation’s cultural and architectural diversity. Beyond Baku, Gobustan
National Park and its mud volcanoes present unique opportunities for day trips that highlight
Azerbaijan’s natural and historical marvels.

Turkey, located to the southwest of Georgia, emerges as another favored destination for
travelers. The land border at Sarpi, in proximity to Batumi, facilitates seamless access to
Turkey’s Black Sea coastline. Cities such as Trabzon and Rize showcase a synthesis of Turkish
and Georgian influences, encompassing traditional tea culture and the shared architectural
heritage of medieval monasteries. For those desiring broader exploration, direct flights from
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Thilisi to Istanbul grant entry into Turkey’s cultural and historical epicenter, while additional
flight connections provide pathways to destinations such as Cappadocia and Antalya.

Georgia’s closeness to Europe, the Middle East, and Central Asia enhances the allure of
international travel. Budget airlines operating from Kutaisi International Airport furnish
economical connections to cities such as Warsaw, Berlin, and Tel Aviv, thereby enabling
travelers to navigate the broader region with minimal financial burden.

Adventure Travel in Georgia

The multifaceted topography of Georgia establishes it as an exceptional destination for
adventure enthusiasts in pursuit of distinctive and exhilarating experiences. Featuring its
majestic mountains, profound valleys, swift rivers, and extensive woodlands, the nation
presents innumerable prospects for outdoor engagement. Adventure tourism in Georgia
transcends mere physical challenges; it encapsulates the opportunity to immerse oneself in the
pristine splendor of nature while interacting with local cultures in manners that create
enduring impressions.

Hiking and Trekking

Hiking ranks among the most esteemed pursuits for adventure aficionados in Georgia,
attributable to its extensive network of trails that highlight the country’s breathtaking natural
scenery. The Caucasus Mountains serve as a dramatic backdrop for some of the most
picturesque hikes globally. The trails exhibit a range of difficulty levels, thereby providing
options suitable for individuals, whether they be novice hikers or experienced mountaineers.

The Mestia-to-Ushguli route in Svaneti is particularly favored by travelers, presenting a
passage through elevated villages, undulating meadows, and alpine woodlands. En route,
hikers encounter ancient defensive towers, vestiges of Svaneti's rich historical narrative,
alongside vistas of towering summits such as Mount Shkhara, the highest peak in Georgia.
Trekkers could reside overnight in local guesthouses, where they can experience the warmth
of Svan hospitality and partake in home-cooked meals, thus rendering the expedition as
culturally enlightening as it is physically gratifying.

For those hikers seeking greater challenges, the Omalo-to-Shatili trek in Tusheti stands out as
a quintessential experience. This secluded trail navigates through rugged landscapes, traversing
mountain passes and unveiling awe-inspiring views of pristine wilderness that remains largely
unaffected by modern advancements. The journey guides travelers through ancient hamlets,
where time-honored traditions persist, providing insights into a lifestyle that is both resilient
and profoundly intertwined with the natural environment.

Shorter hikes in the vicinity of Kazbegi and Borjomi are also appealing to individuals in search
of accessible day excursions complemented by striking vistas. In Kazbegi, the trek to the iconic
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Gergeti Trinity Church presents a rewarding endeavor, offering expansive views of Mount
Kazbek. Conversely, the trails in Borjomi meander through verdant forests and mineral
springs, making them ideal for travelers desiring an equilibrium between physical activity and
relaxation.

Winter Sports

As winter descends, Georgia metamorphoses into a snowy utopia, attracting skiers and
snowboarders from around the world. Gudauri, situated on the slopes of the Greater Caucasus,
stands as the premier locale for winter sports. The resort features meticulously maintained ski
runs that accommodate both novices and seasoned practitioners, along with modern lift
systems and extraordinary freeriding terrain. For those in search of an exceptionally unique
experience, heli-skiing in Gudauri provides adventurers access to unspoiled powder on remote
summits, delivering an unparalleled surge of excitement and wonder. Bakuriani, a family-
oriented resort, is ideally suited for those traveling with children or novices eager to acquire
fundamental skiing skills. Nestled within a picturesque valley, Bakuriani boasts gentle slopes,
comfortable lodgings, and a hospitable atmosphere. Mestia, located in Svaneti, represents
another winter jewel, characterized by its smaller, less congested slopes and breathtaking
mountain panoramas that render every descent a scenic delight.

Bakuriani, Georgia

Extreme Adventures

For enthusiasts of high-octane activities, Georgia serves as an expansive arena for extreme
sports. Among the most thrilling modalities to engage with Georgia's geography is paragliding,
which allows participants to soar above the breathtaking landscapes. Renowned venues such
as Kazbegi and Gudauri provide tandem paragliding opportunities, enabling adventurers to
glide over verdant valleys, snow-laden summits, and meandering waterways. The unparalleled
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sensation of liberation and wonder experienced during these aerial excursions leaves travelers
with indelible memories.

The rivers of Georgia create an optimal environment for both white-water rafting and
kayaking, particularly during the spring and summer seasons when hydrological conditions
are at their peak. The Rioni and Aragvi rivers rank among the most sought-after for rafting
expeditions, presenting rapids that vary in difficulty and challenge. These adventures
amalgamate the exhilaration of traversing tumultuous waters with the tranquility of drifting
through picturesque gorges and lush landscapes.

Engaging in canyoning at sites such as Martvili Canyon and Tskaltubo introduces an additional
dimension of excitement. Adventurers can descend waterfalls via rappelling, immerse
themselves in crystalline pools, and investigate concealed caverns, all while being enveloped
in Georgia’s pristine wilderness. For individuals with a penchant for climbing, the limestone
crags of Chiatura and the granite formations of Kazbegi offer venues for both traditional and
sport climbing, featuring routes that cater to climbers across a spectrum of proficiency.

Martvili Canyon, Samegrelo, Georgia.

Exploring Caves and Caverns

The subterranean marvels of Georgia contribute an intriguing layer to adventure tourism. The
Prometheus Cave near Kutaisi represents one of the country's most accessible and visually
striking cavern systems. [lluminated pathways escort visitors through chambers embellished
with stalactites, stalagmites, and subterranean lakes, engendering a nearly ethereal experience.
For those in pursuit of a more formidable exploration, the Krubera Cave in Abkhazia,
acknowledged as the deepest cave globally, presents an extraordinary opportunity for seasoned
speleologists to challenge their expertise.
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The Vardzia Cave Monastery, while not an adventure in the conventional sense, provides an
extraordinary opportunity to explore a historical edifice intricately carved into a cliffside. This
ancient complex, composed of tunnels, chapels, and living quarters, exemplifies Georgia's
ingenuity and resilience during the medieval era, merging cultural exploration with a
modicum of physical engagement.

Wildlife and Conservation Areas

The national parks and conservation regions of Georgia extend further avenues for outdoor
pursuits. Borjomi-Kharagauli National Park, recognized as one of Europe's largest protected
territories, offers hiking and horseback riding routes that meander through unspoiled forests,
meadows, and river valleys. The park is populated by a diverse array of wildlife, including
deer, bears, and rare avian species, rendering it an exemplary locale for nature enthusiasts.

Historical Churches, Georgia

-"" T —

Kolkheti National Park situated on Georgia’s western coastline serves as a sanctuary for
ornithologists and water sports aficionados. Engaging in kayaking or boating through its
wetlands facilitates a tranquil means of observing indigenous and migratory birds within their
natural habitats. Concurrently, the Lagodekhi Protected Areas in eastern Georgia
harmoniously combine scenic hiking paths with opportunities for camping and eco-tourism,
rendering them a preferred choice for individuals seeking to disconnect and immerse
themselves in the natural world.

Adventure tourism within the geographical confines of Georgia transcends the mere pursuit
of exhilarating activities; it encapsulates the profound experience of establishing a connection
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with the land, its inhabitants, and the rich tapestry of its cultural heritage in a manner that
feels not only deeply personal but also profoundly transformative for the individual.

Whether one finds oneself navigating the rugged terrains and soaring heights of the majestic
Svaneti region, carving through the pristine and powdery slopes of Gudauri's ski areas, or
delving into the enigmatic and ancient depths of the region's remarkable caves, Georgia
presents an unmatched amalgamation of thrilling escapades and enlightening discoveries that
captivate the adventurous spirit.

For expats and intrepid travelers alike, the myriads of diverse landscapes coupled with
Georgia's adventurous ethos create an expansive playground where each experience unfolds as
a unique journey into the realm of the extraordinary and the unforeseen. With an abundance
of affordable travel options, a well-developed and accessible infrastructure, and a cultural
landscape that wholeheartedly embraces the ethos of exploration and adventure, Georgia
extends an invitation to individuals to craft their own narrative of adventure—one that is
replete with breathtaking vistas, significant interpersonal connections, and indelible memories
that are destined to endure for a lifetime in the annals of their experiences.

Adventures in Georgia

pg. 74


https://georgiabusinessandresidentiallaw.ge/

J N RESIDENTIAL LAW GEORGIA 2025 EXPAT GUIDE

XV  Georgia in 2025 and beyond:

Now that you have gotten to know Georgia a bit better, we hope you're starting to picture
what life here might be like. From its warm and welcoming culture to the mountains that
touch the clouds, Georgia offers a unique combination of beauty, opportunity, and charm that
is difficult to find anywhere else. Whether you're coming to work, invest, explore, or settle
down with your family, Georgia is ready to embrace you with open arms.

Let’s take a moment to reflect on what makes this country so special, where it’s headed in the
future, and why it might just be the perfect place for your next chapter in life. Georgia has
proven itself to be more than just a destination; it’s a home waiting to be discovered. Over the
course of this book, we’ve explored the many facets of life here, and each chapter has
highlighted why Georgia continues to attract expats from around the globe. The ease of moving
to Georgia is a great starting point. The visa-free policy for citizens of over 90 countries,
coupled with simplified residency options, makes the transition smooth and hassle-free.
Whether you're here for a year-long adventure or planning to lay down roots, Georgia’s legal
and bureaucratic framework is designed to welcome newcomers.

The affordability of life in Georgia is another key draw. From renting or buying a home to
enjoying high-quality healthcare and education, the cost of living remains significantly lower
than in most Western countries. Yet, lower costs don’t mean lower quality. Georgia’s private
clinics, international schools, and modern infrastructure ensure you can enjoy a high standard
of living without breaking the bank.

Low to zero taxes make this country an even more attractive place for any individual. Let’s not
forget Georgia’s vibrant culture and warm hospitality. The Georgian people take immense
pride in their traditions, from the art of the supra to their polyphonic singing. Expats who
embrace these traditions often find themselves forming lifelong bonds with locals and
becoming part of the community.

Professionally, Georgia is a land of opportunity. Entrepreneurs, investors, and remote workers
are drawn to its favorable tax policies, growing economy, and strategic location. And for those
seeking a slower pace of life, Georgia offers peace and tranquility in its breathtaking
countryside. In short, Georgia is a country where you can live well, work efficiently, and
connect deeply—with the land, the people, and a rich history that spans millennia.

Georgia is on the brink of remarkable changes as we look toward 2025 and beyond. While the
nation cherishes its rich traditions, it is also welcoming modernization in vibrant and impactful
ways. This harmonious blend of history and progress is one of Georgia’s most captivating traits.
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Beautiful vineyard, Kakheti, Georgia

On the economic front, Georgia is emerging as a center for innovation and trade. Its prime
location at the intersection of Europe and Asia positions it as a key player in global commerce.
Ongoing investments in infrastructure, including the enhancement of logistics hubs and the
expansion of Batumi port, are boosting Georgia’s connectivity and solidifying its status as a
regional gateway.

Technology is set to be a cornerstone of Georgia’s future. With efforts to improve digital
infrastructure, such as the introduction of 5G networks and support for tech startups, the
country is cultivating an inviting atmosphere for remote workers and digital nomads. Cities
like Thilisi are becoming increasingly tech-oriented, with coworking spaces, tech hubs, and
innovation centers that encourage collaboration and creativity. Tourism, a vital part of
Georgia’s economy, continues to flourish. In the years ahead, initiatives aimed at promoting
sustainable and eco-friendly tourism will create even more opportunities for travelers and
expats. Lesser-known areas like Racha and Svaneti are being developed with an emphasis on
preserving their natural charm while making them accessible to visitors.

As Georgia evolves, it remains firmly rooted in its unique identity. The breathtaking
landscapes, historic sites, and rich cultural heritage will always be the essence of the country,
even as it confidently embraces the future.
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At Last:

As you wrap up this chapter, we hope you feel motivated, enlightened, and prepared to
embark on your next adventure. Georgia is more than just a dot on the map; it's a welcoming
haven for dreamers, creators, and adventurers alike. So, gather your belongings, carry your

aspirations, and let Georgia reveal to you why it’s not just a destination, but a place you can
truly call home.

Welcome to Georgia and Georgia Business and Residential Law. We would be honored to assist you on
your journey. Please féeel free to contact us at any time.

Our homepage: https://georgiabusinessandresidentiallaw.ge/

Contact Information:

Telephone: (+995) 514 26 00 00

Contact Form: https://georgiabusinessandresidentiallaw.ge/contact/

+ |+
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Georgia Business and Residential Law is a trademark by the registered Joint Stock Company, GBRL JSC with identification number
402331259 subject to the laws of Georgia.
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